
 

 

Lewes Car Show 25th Anniversary Edition 
 
Mike Tyler Reminisces: 
 
It was my idea to hold a car show in Lewes. As an 
innkeeper, with my wife, I found it difficult or next 
to impossible to attend a Saturday, spring car show. I 
approached the Lewes Historical Society and they 
gave a resounding NO WAY. Next I approached the 
Lewes Lions Club, but they hesitated because of 
insurance concerns and where to have it. So as a 
member of the Lewes Chamber of Commerce I 
sought support from Executive Director Joanne La-
mere who, with some hesitation, gave us the green 
light to give it a go.  
   
With the help of a few local Lewes residents we staged the show at Blockhouse Pond Park 
behind Beebe Hospital and the pharmacy. Our first show attracted some 40 British car 
owners. We were pleased at the response and in time the number of participants increased 
to  50-60 cars, slowly.   
   
The park, now called George H.P. Smith Park, in honor of the late mayor was not an ideal 
location because it was not near the shops or restaurants downtown. Outta the blue I got a 
call in early 2003 from the then Lewes Historical Society Executive Director Mike DiPao-
lo asking if I'd consider moving the show to the Historical Society. I nearly fell off my 
chair and gave him a resounding YES.   
   
Car owners and fans loved the new 2004 location at the Historical Complex. It was  close 
to the downtown commercial district and the site had  plenty of shade unlike many typical 
parking lot shows. When the Historical Society announced a a new landscaping 
plan for  site our days were numbered when we had to move to a new site. This was 
in  2015 So again we began to look for another location. We had our sights on a large plot 
behind the Cape Henlopen Motel but a heavy rain several days before the show's open 
date rendered that land too wet to use.  Betsy Reamer, Lewes Chamber of Commerce ex-
ecutive director stepped in and approached the Cape-May Lewes ferry folks and they 
agreed to a one-time try for the show. The rest as they say is history. We have a good new 
home and hope our third location is final. One unique element of the show has been our 
fun finale— the Winners Circle parade through downtown Lewes. We only missed one 
year because of rain but the show will go on and the parade is our special event with 
a police escort and the mayor presenting trophies to the winning car owners.  
   
The British are Coming...Again!  managed to survive its third move and this time every-
one seems to enjoy the new venue overlooking Delaware Bay with cool sea   
breezes, good food and drink at the terminal's restaurant and even a shuttle to get 
folks into Lewes to shop, dine and explore. So now we look to the future and maybe an-
other 25 years!  
 
Mr. T 

Every care was taken to insure the accuracy of the contents of this newsletter.  The editor(s) accept 
no responsibility for any effect caused by errors or emissions. 
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President’s Message 
 

 
 
 
Greetings! 
 
 We, Georgia and I, would like to congratulate the members of the British Car Club of Delaware, Inc., the City of 
Lewes, the Lewes Chamber of Commerce and the Show’s Chairman Michael Tylor, for an anticipated successful 

sold-out 25th Anniversary of the “British are Coming Again” car show.  The Lewes Motorcar Show is a premiere event showcasing 
vintage British automobiles.  It kicks-off the car show season for the Delaware Valley and Delmarva region.  We are all looking for-
ward, as I hope you are, to not only attend but show-off your British car on the Cape May-Lewes Ferry Terminal grounds.   
 
Our car club isn’t sitting still.  We just completed our first of three successful drive outings. Our first one took us to Middletown, DE to 
the Crooked Hammock Brewery for lunch.  We then drove to Chateau Bu-De Winery & Vineyard, Chesapeake City, MD, to share 
some very good white and red wines. Our next drive outings are May 15th and June 12th.  Look for the notices following the Lewes 
Motorcar show. 
 
The last bit of good news is that we have scheduled our fall car show for September 11, 2021 at the Bellanca Airport in New Castle.  
Mark your calendar! 
 
We are looking forward to seeing you, so get your car ready! 
 
Until next time – drive safe. 
 
Terry 

 
 
 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
 

 

A sure sign that Spring has arrived in Lewes is the sight of British cars roaming the town’s streets in preparation 
of the annual British Motorcar Show.  This fun event brings participants from near and far, which provides an 
economic boost to our town as we transition from the off-season into the busyness of summer season.  For the 
25th year, the British Car Show brings visitors to Lewes and encourages the discovery of our unique history, 
quaint shops and restaurants as well as charming accommodations. On behalf of the chamber’s members and 
board, I would like to thank the British Car Club of Delaware for partnering with us for 25 years! We look for-
ward to many more together. 
 
Nikky Fisher, President, Lewes Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors  



1999  Geo. H.P. Smith Park 
Pictures by Trevor Mees 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

From The Editor 
 

We were all disappointed when last year’s Lewes Car Show had to be cancelled, particularly because it was the 
25th anniversary of the show. 
 
I thought I would try to recapture some of the past shows highlights in thius issue so, starting below, you will find 
pictures taken at the various show over the years. Some years are missing because I did not have any pictures and I 
didn’t receive any after my earlier request to you to send them. 
 
One episode I distinctly remember was at the George H.P. Smith park. It was a humid day and there was an abun-
dance of little biting insects in the park. Fortunately one enterprising member, Karl Kaminsky from the Northern 
Chapter had some bug spray and generously sprayed away with it. 
 
Also at the Smith park but maybe not at the same show we were intrigued by a little girl who had brought her pedal 
car and proudly parked it amongst the show cars. It was voted Best In Show.  
 
More recently at the ferry terminal someone had forgotten to turn off the sprinkler system and just as we were get-
ting ready for the parade they came on, soaking us and the cars. Standing on the sprinklers subdued them until the 
system could be turned off. 
 
I hope you enjoy the pictures, 
 
Trevor Mees 

 
 



2001 George H.P. Smith Park 
Pictures by Armand Pouliot 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2002 George H.P. Smith Park 
Pictures by Armand Pouliot 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
BCCD Monthly Meeting Minutes British Car Club of Delaware 
3/26/2021 P.O. Box 5317, Wilmington, DE 19808 
7:00 PM ~ 8:30 PM 
 
Meeting called by: BCCD Board 
Call to order 7:10 by Terry. 
 
Attendees: 
Terry Young , Bill Tattersall, David Glick,Trevor Mees, Jack Long, Jim Martin, Tom Miro (Dual membership with British Motor-
ing Club of Montgomery) 
 
As we logged in Terry introduced Tom Miro as the President of the British Motoring Club of Montgomery. He is also a mem-
ber of our BCCD. Tom is a retired Navy JAG and importantly a British car enthusiast with a freshly painted TR-6. Tom is adding 
more autos to his collection of sports cars and is instrumental is bringing many classics back to life. See https://
www.montgomerybrits.org. 
 
 The primary topic of the evening was the Lewes Motorcar Show coming up on May 1, 2021. Bill briefed that we are on track 
for good attendance. Volunteers will be needed day of show. David reported there are 64 cars registered. David demonstrat-
ed Eventbrite software and phone app. Simple enough. There was a discussion about controlling the field spectator attend-
ance limited per Delaware’s COVID-19 protocols. Bill indicated Betsy is working with the Delaware's State Division of 
Public Health attending meetings on a regular basis. So, there is more to come. The person who normally does the announc-
ing and playing music was not available this year. The second choice Ron 
“Shubie” Subra was not available either. But he recommended Harry Crowley 
who actually lives in the Lewes area. Bill said he contracted with harry for the 
event. Bill drew our attention the Car Class signage created by David Haines. 
He’s working out how to present them on the field. A very professional job. 
 
Terry talked briefly about the membership listing. He said he would have to 
contact Calvin to guage the progress. Also, the current list of NAMGBR mem-
bers was on the 2nd page of the agenda. Its important to maintain as many 
NAMGBR members as possible taking advantage of the club’s event insurance. 
 
Jack Long talked about the MG International – Atlantic City 2021 14-17 
June 2021. Who has registered or who will go. He talked about meeting 
at the Ferry and caravanning on into Atlantic City. Contact Jack or David if you’re planning to attend. Don’t wait too 
long to register. Follow the link for all the information. 
 
https://ac2021.regfox.com/mg-international-2021?fbclid=IwAR0dmMI7MhPr2PT1Ohk2gTifkIAkNySYRHl9ih-
AR99rcb1FvCf1LZPJHJQ 
 

Terry also talked about the 501(C)(7) Social Clubs Status. The attorney is working on the by-laws conforming them to Dela-
ware’s corporate by-law requirements. No completion status yet. 
 
We talked briefly about organizing a drive outing now that the weather is becoming more conducive to top-down driving. 
Look for the announcement details sometime this weekend. I love it when the weather report says it will be cooler tomorrow 
– 70 degs… Ha! 
 
Next Zoom Meeting, April 21, 2021, 7:00 PM - Or possibly face to face. Fingers Crossed… 
 
Lewes Motorcar Show Meetings as required. 
 
Being no other business – meeting adjourned about 7:50. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Terry Young 



2007 Lewes Historical Society 
Pictures by Trevor Mees 

 

2009 Lewes Historical Society 
Pictures by Trevor Mees 



Spring Outing 2021 
 
April 17, 2021, Newark, DE, The British Car Club of Delaware had its first drive outing 
today. We, Sharon Kalinowski, TR4; Jim Martin, Austin Healey 3000; George Alderman, 
Jaguar XKR; Steve Woodman, Sunbeam Alpine; Jim Fleitz, MG Midget; Wayne Elvin, 
MG Midget, Mike Murphy, TR6 and Terry & Georgia 
Young, XK8 assembled by Bertucci’s Italian Restaurant 
in the Christiana Towne Center, Newark, and headed out 
to our first stop, the Crooked Hammock Brewery.  Little 
did anyone know with me leading the procession I had 
no idea about the roads and route. Although I had my 
trusty GPS, it provided no comfort as we pulled out of 
the parking lot.  Luckily, I had a secret weapon.  A ter-

rific and beautiful navigator that put us all right on the roadway to Middletown.    
 

Sharon, Steve, Terry, George, Jim, Mike, Jim    
 
 
Saturday’s weather report was more than favorable, it was perfect.  Partly cloudily in the high 60’s and when the wind 

calmed the sun was quite warm.   As always Sharon had her top-down and she does most of the time and remarked what a beauti-
ful a drive it was as we completed each our two stops.   

 
We arrived at the Crooked Hammock just in time to meet Wayne Elvin who joined us 

for lunch We sampled their private beers, and the food will not disappoint.  The Crooked 
Hammock has an interesting scenic beach 
atmosphere with hammocks, Adirondack 
chairs, a children’s play area and even a fire 
pit.  There is ample space for gatherings and 
small groups. 
 
 After an enjoyable lunch we drove 
about 20 minutes to Chateau Bu-De 
Winery & Vineyard, Chesapeake City, 

Maryland.  Although wine tasting has 
been suspended, we were able to buy and 
split two bottles of white and red between 
the seven of us.  The wine was excellent.!  
We may have to go back!   
 
 All and all it was an excellent 
day driving our little British cars and even 
better sharing it with friends. 
 
Next drive is May 

15, 2021. We’ll meet at the 
Cape-May Lewes Ferry where 
we’ll begin our next adventure.  
Look for the emailed announce-
ment.    

Top Row: (LR) Mike, 
Sharon, Steve, Mike, 
George and Sharon.  
 
Next row: Jim, Wayne, 
and George.  
 
Next row: George, Ter-
ry, Wayne, Jim; Jim 
and Sharon. 
 
Bottom Photo: Jim and 
George Wayne Elvin 



 

2010 Lewes Historical Society 
Pictures by Trevor Mees 

2013 Lewes Historical Society 
Pictures by Trevor Mees 



2016 Ferry Terminal  
Pictures by Trevor Mees 

 

 

BRIT titbits 
 
Need some professional help with your LBC? Here is the 
link to a list of resources for a variety of things from 
general maintenance to bodywork and upholstery.  

https://1drv.ms/f/s!
As9TBs75qnu_hDGuKo8H0pOfxKIX 
 
********************************* 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mystery Car. 

 

A 50’s Yank Tank in miniature, the  1957-61 
Vauxhall Victor was launched in  February 
1957 and  sold more than 390,000 units as-

sembled in the UK, Australia, Belgium and 
Switzerland.  

Saloon and Estate models were offered. It 
was the UKs most exported car of the time..  

 

The body style was derived from the classic 55 Chevrolet Bel Air. but the powerplant was a diminutive 1.5 litre 
inline four with a 3 speed manual transmission. 

 

*************************************************************************************************************  

  

The British car industry had committed suicide long before our first Lewes 
British car show. In 1996 just a handful of companies remained that were tru-
ly British. The major marques had all been taken over by foreign companies, 

just the small ‘cottage’ companies remained. This is one of the survivors. 
What is it? 

 

 

Interesting YouTube channels 
 
Here are some YouTube channels you might like that 
feature British Cars: 
 
Bangers and Cash—local car auctions in Yorkshire, 
UK. 
 
To The Garage—a must if you own an XK8 
 
Retropower Project Utah—A fantastic retromod of a 
Jaguar Mark 2 
 
Old Classic Car—videos and pictures by an old car 
enthusiast in the UK 
 
Richard Michael Owen—Restoring an XK150 and 
other British cars in Canada 



2019– Ferry Terminal 

Pictures by Trevor Mees 

2018 Ferry Terminal  
Pictures by Wayne Elvin 

 



 

Advertising in The British Diamond and  
Sponsoring The British Car Club of Delaware 

 
We are looking for more local businesses to advertise in the newsletter so if you know of one and can approach them please do so. You 
will see their ads throughout the newsletter.  We are also looking for sponsors/donors to pledge fixed amounts to the club. Contact Terry 
(terryyoung224@me.com) for details on pricing etc. 
 
Current Sponsors: 
 
Christopher Riofski  
The Scala Family 
Chick-Fil-A 

mailto:terryyoung224@me.com


 

Members Market Place 
 

1975 MGB 
 

Walt lives near Georgetown. He’s 
owned the car since 1999. He’s 
spent more than $13,000 on resto-
ration. This car was acquired in 
May 1999 and completely disas-
sembled for body work and paint-
ing.   Body work included a new 
floor pan, trunk lid and dog leg 
panels.    Reassembly included 
rebuilding of both the 4 cylinder 

engine(1798 cc) and 4 speed manual transmission w/o overdrive.   Car has electronic ignition, a Weber downdraft carburetor and 
stainless steel exhaust system.   Passes Delaware vehicle emissions without a waiver.   Four (4) chrome 60 spoke wheels with Mich-
elin 185-70 R14 tires with inner tubes.  Car has a roll bar for additional safety.  Autumn leaf interior color.   Five digit porcelain plate 
# 11699  tagged until 8 July 22 He took 2nd in the 2017 Lewes car show.  
 
Asking $15,000 OBO.  
 
Walt Reifsnyder  
Phone: (302) 245-8315. E-mail : wereifsnyderiii@gmail.com 
————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Jaguar XK engine water pumps (for 50’s and 60’s XK engined Jaguars) 
 
Freshly rebuilt, powder coated outside and Glyptol painted inside, New impellers, shafts and seals. Watch the 
video in YouTube, (21) Jaguar XK Engine Water Pump Rebuild - YouTube  
 
$175 including gasket, free shipping for BCCD members 
 
$50 if you supply a rebuildable pump and repair kit. 
  

Gary Mees,  
gstarrgarage@gmail.com 
 

The sidecar is a Busmar Astral  

Before we could afford a car our family  
travelled the UK on a combination like 
this. Our motorcycle was an Ariel Hunt-
master 650. The bike and the sidecar 
were both maroon and cream. 
 
I was about 14 at the time and my sib-
lings were 10 and 7. Mum or me on the 
back of the bike and the other three in the 
sidecar. 

 
Trevor 

mailto:wereifsnyderiii@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kEKKy_YC5i4


2021 BCCD Tentative Events Schedule 
 

Northern Chapter Meetings 3rd Wednesday of the Month 
Southern Chapter Meetings Last Tuesday of the month 

 
May 
1st 25th Annual BCCD Lewes Car Show, Lewes Terminal, 43 Cape Henlopen Dr., Lewes, DE 19958 
19th Northern Chapter Meeting, McGlynns Pub, 8 Polly Drummond Shopping Center, 270 Polly Drummond Hill Rd, Newark, DE 19711 
25th Southern Chapter Meeting, JD Shuckers, 21710 Roth Ave, Georgetown, DE 19947 

 
June 
5th and 6th Chesapeake Bay Motoring Festival, Kent Island Yacht Club, 117 Yacht Club Drive, Chester, MD 21619. www.ChesapeakeBayMotoringFestival.org 
6th The Original British Car Day, Sierra Valley Farms, 5601 Ridge Road, Mount Airy, MD 21771.  www.chesapeakechaptermgtclub.com  
16th Northern Chapter Meeting, McGlynns Pub, 8 Polly Drummond Shopping Center, 270 Polly Drummond Hill Rd, Newark, DE 19711 
23rd Newsletter Deadline 
29th Southern Chapter Meeting, JD Shuckers, 21710 Roth Ave, Georgetown, DE 19947 

 
July 
21st Northern Chapter Meeting, McGlynns Pub, 8 Polly Drummond Shopping Center, 270 Polly Drummond Hill Rd, Newark, DE 19711 
27th Southern Chapter Meeting, JD Shuckers, 21710 Roth Ave, Georgetown, DE 19947 

 
August 
18th Northern Chapter Meeting, McGlynns Pub, 8 Polly Drummond Shopping Center, 270 Polly Drummond Hill Rd, Newark, DE 19711 
23rd Newsletter Deadline 
31th Southern Chapter Meeting, JD Shuckers, 21710 Roth Ave, Georgetown, DE 19947 

 
September 
18th BCCD Annual Fall Car Show, Bellanca Airport, New Castle, DE 
21st Northern Chapter Meeting, McGlynns Pub, 8 Polly Drummond Shopping Center, 270 Polly Drummond Hill Rd, Newark, DE 19711 
28th Southern Chapter Meeting, JD Shuckers, 21710 Roth Ave, Georgetown, DE 19947 

 
October 
20th Northern Chapter Meeting, McGlynns Pub, 8 Polly Drummond Shopping Center, 270 Polly Drummond Hill Rd, Newark, DE 19711 
23rd Newsletter Deadline 
26th Southern Chapter Meeting, JD Shuckers, 21710 Roth Ave, Georgetown, DE 19947 

 
November 
17th Northern Chapter Meeting, McGlynns Pub, 8 Polly Drummond Shopping Center, 270 Polly Drummond Hill Rd, Newark, DE 19711 
28th The Wilmington JC's Annual Holiday Parade 
30th Southern Chapter Meeting, JD Shuckers, 21710 Roth Ave, Georgetown, DE 19947 

 
December 
TBA Lewes Christmas Parade 
TBA BCCD Holiday Dinner Party 
TBA Poplar European Christmas Market 
TBA The Cristfield, MD, Chamber Com-
merce Holiday Parade 
23rd Newsletter Deadline 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chesapeakechaptermgtclub.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C91c7850b351646b1da8b08d8e8c1ab97%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637515265783512043%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAi

