
 

 

President’s Message 
 
Cheers, Everyone! 
 
 If you listen carefully, you should be able to hear a countdown 
clock?  You may ask. Counting down for what exactly?  The British Car 
Club of Delaware, Inc.’s Annual Fall Car Show. That’s what! Tic, Tic, Tic, 
eleven or so days away.  If you haven’t filled out the Annual Fall Car Show 
on-line application, please do so right away!  We would love to see you and 
your beautiful British car “On the field!”  
 

 Just where is this place?  It’s at The Friends of Bellanca Airfield, New Castle, Delaware. 
Same location as in 2019.  It’s a perfect location.  Plenty of parking and great amenities for our Brit-
ish cars belonging to the Delaware Valley owners and friends.  Of course, as a bonus, visiting The 
Friends of Bellanca Airport Museum and Delaware Hall of Fame you’ll witness, first-hand, Dela-
ware’s contribution to United States’ aviation history.  Notability, the biographies of Delaware’s 
Aviation Hall of Fame inductees and of course seeing the historical Bellanca aircraft.  When you get 
the chance to visit your monetary support will go a long way for its continued operation of the mu-
seum. 
 

In the meantime, our British Car Club’s been. Busy.  We’ve had a couple invitations.  One 
invite was to the British Car Club of South Jersey’s Ice Cream Social in Vineland, NJ that I was able 
to attend, and another to the “Auburn After Hours” event at the Marshall Steam Museum & Friends 
of Auburn Heights.  Finally, what is now becoming an annual event the river cruise on the Choptank 
River Lunch Cruise.  All these events are right in the British Car Club of Delaware, Inc., wheel-
house.  Oh, I almost forgot.  Our neighboring Brandywine Motorsport Club hosted a pre–Coatesville 
Grand Prix Rally.  Several colleagues of BCCD are members of BMC.  There were many familiar 
BCCD faces and their cars at the finish line – 6 Paupers Tavern & Restaurant.  As a matter of fact, 
our Southern Chapter is planning their annual Rally, too.  It’s tentatively scheduled for October, so 
stay tuned for details! 
 

By the way The British Car Club of Delaware, Inc., Annual Fall Car Show is a premier all 
British, all years show.  What makes it that way?  First, we have the perfect location, and it is easy 
to find.  Next, we’ve contracted with Ninja Hardy photography. The photographers will capture all 
the cars in the show and publish a commemorative “On The Street Magazine” and a CD of all the 
cars for a nominal fee.  We also have a DJ who will provide our kind of “60’s & 70’s British Inva-
sion” music.  Wait there’s more!  We’ll have a food truck and a large, covered picnic area.    In 
recognizing the best cars, we are using Popular Vote.  Voting will determine the “Best In Show”, 
“Top Five” cars manufactured before 1980 and “Top Five” after 1980, and a “President’s Award.”  
Lastly, to recognize the anniversary of 9/11, New Castle’s Goodwill Fire Company is graciously 
displaying their meticulously restored 1905 fire truck.  It will serve as a background for our show.  
Supporting Goodwill’s attendance there will be a special First Responder British Car award based 
on offering fund-raising special ballots.    
 

I want to take this opportunity thank, in advance, our Delaware Car Club of Delaware, 
Inc., members who are working very hard to make our Annual Fall Show a success.  It is no easy 
task when you think about all the details, then pulling them together for a successful car show.  At 
this writing those details are still being tweaked and will continue throughout the show.  The Annual 
Fall Show will be a great event. Well done everyone!  Thank you! 
 
Until next time – drive safely. 
 
Terry 
  

Every care was taken to insure the accuracy of the contents of this newsletter.  The editor(s) accept 
no responsibility for any effect caused by errors or emissions. 
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Ed Barlow 
1941—2021 

 
Ed was a founder member of the BCCD, waaay back in 1994. .Here is an excerpt from his obituary which, sadly, did 
not mention the club. 
 
“Born in Wilmington, DE in 1941. He was the son of the late Ralph Edward and Florence Barlow. He was a graduate of Conrad High 
School Class of 1959. Ed served in the United States Air Force from 1960-1964. He worked for Diamond State Telephone and retired from 
Bell Atlantic as an Electronic Technician. 
 
Playing his trumpet or euphonium, Edward was a member of Conrad, Brecks Mill Band, the Zoli Band at St. Anthony's, First State Sympho-
ny, Diamond State Concert Band, the Newark Community Band, New Castle County Band, Frank Hoagy's Om-Pah, John Phillip Sousa, 
Chesapeake Brass, Peniel bands, and the Academy of Lifelong Learning Band. Ed thought the world of his family, many friends from child-

hood, work, bands and our neighborhood. ” 
 

 
 
This picture was taken at one of our early shows (1998) held at Hart-
field Country Club. Ed , holding the clipboard, presenting prizes as-
sisted by George Barczewski and Robert Gannon.  Some of you may 
recognize those in the background including Steve Woodman, who 
is still a member, as am I though I am not in the picture. 



 



 



Chapter Seven 
MGTC 

By Terry Young 
June 18, 2021 
 

Well, here we go as promised this time I’ll talk about the starter motor and the generator, known as a dynamo in the UK.  Both were great 
fun to take apart, rebuild as needed, clean-up, static test, and paint.  Both contraptions are very heavy, made of cast iron, that can be brittle as well.  I 
found that out the hard way.  Also, a quick glimpse at the Bishop Cam Steering Box. 

 
One of the many lessons I leaned while on 
active duty with the Air Force; yes, I know, 
that was a long while ago; after taking equip-
ment off an aircraft, we would put the “hunk” 
on the bench and clean it up before doing any 
work.  That practice has followed me for 
many years, and it still does, right up to the 

working on the TC.  I usually start with Simple Green then progress from there.  
Lots of scrubbing on this seventy-year-old; a familiar routine that’s repeated several times; remove it, clean it, take it 
apart, clean it up some more, observe any internal workings, static test the operability, research what looks broken, 
worn out or even missing and order them up.  This should be a well-known exercise for everyone who has attempted 
to fix something exposed to the elements.   
 
This MGTC has a standard starter motor. I suppose it could fit, or would fit, many cars of the era.  After sweating 

the removal of the mounting bolts, I checked for worn teeth on the flywheel and on the starter motor itself.  I had to clean and lubricate the Bendix for 
a smooth operation.  Additionally, part of the routine maintenance is to clean the armature and commutator, replace the brushes as well as check the 
bearings.  The final check was the electrical switch.  It is made via two internal copper plates that complete an electrical path when it comes in contact 
with the mechanical lever operated by the driver.  Once pulled, the plunger applies battery power to brushes, thereby creating the electromagnetism 
necessary to spin the starter motor transferring the energy to the engine flywheel starting the engine.  Simple…. To test the starter motor secure it in a 
vice then attached one lead from a 12-volt power supply (12 Volt DC Battery) and the other to the second lead.  The MGTC is a Positive Ground so 
observing polarity is important.  Spinning the motor in the wrong direction would be problematic. Now on to the generator. 

 
Left to right; The condition as it looked coming off the car’s engine. Drive bearings after destroy-
ing the drive end plate.  The assembled parts ready to go back in. (Bottom Left) The commutator 
after cleaning and the reassembled generator ready to go  
 
The generator provides 12 Volts via the RF95 Control Box (regulator) and keeps the battery 
charged and supplies power to various components.  Of course, it’s a little more complicated than 
that.  The generator is driven by the engine’s harmonic balancer’s pulley.  And yes, the generator 
output is subject to the RPM of the engine.  The faster the engine runs the faster the generator 
turns producing more voltage.  That’s where the RF95 comes in.  It regulates the voltage, regard-
less of the generator’s RPM, at an acceptable level using the magic of several electromagnets 
working in harmony energizing and deenergizing 60 to 100 times per second.  

 
I’m still learning how the charging circuitry works but for now I focused on performing the same drill as the starter motor; take it apart, 

clean it up and replace the old worn-out parts, static test, etc.  However, this time I decided to replace the drive-end ball bearing race since it seemed 
“bumpy” when spun.  Easy enough after watching University Motors video about generators.  Except the method of pressing the main bearing was 
glossed over.  I failed to remove the riveted bearing cover a when I pressed out the bearing.  I broke the drive plate.   I don’t know what I was think-
ing.  Apparently, not hard enough.  After receiving the drive plate from eBay, the bearing was pressed in (without breaking the surrounding housing), 
the generator reassembled and testing that the armature spun freely.  Prior to going back on the car, the polarity will have to be set.  For me this is all 
great fun!  Can’t wait for the next steps.  Funny you should ask.  

 
Left to right; The steering column is located on the right side. The XTU MGTC’s were exported that 
way. Steering column seen under the dash, loose and ready to come out. But not before the end links 
were unbolted.  The long diagonal tube in the engine compartment is somewhat buried. Once out 
cleaned up, checked out, and painted. 
 
Months ago, I removed the steering wheel and the long tubular shaft that fits under the dash, through 
firewall and anchored way down in the engine compartment attached to the steering tie rod ends.  The 
smooth action of the steering is controlled by the Bishop Cam Steering Box that connects the business 
end – tires - of the steering.  Again, clean, inspect and paint.  Smooth It will be put back in service be-

fore you know it.  
 
 
 
1. Sunshine Makers, Inc. 15922 Pacific Coast Highway, https://simplegreen.com/products/dilution-bottle/  
2. Twist, J., 2013, The Starter, University Motors Ltd, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R6CR_8efA88&t=34s  
3. Storms, R, 2020/2018, MGTC Electrical Circuits, Version 1.2, p 10 
4. Twist, J., 2007, The Generator, University Motors Ltd, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sqCYcW0bAYA&t=267s 

5. Worpe E., October 2014, Totally T-Type 2, Issue 26, October 2014, Keeping it on the straight and narrow – Aspects that Affect TA/TB/TC Steering, PP 6-9 

Left to Right; The con-
dition of the starter 
when it came o the 
car’s engine.  The con-

https://simplegreen.com/products/dilution-bottle/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R6CR_8efA88&t=34s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sqCYcW0bAYA&t=267s


.The Capital Triumph Register Presents: 
 
Gunston Hall 
10709 Gunston Road 
Lorton, VA 22079 
http://www.gunstonhall.org/ 
 
The 23rd Britain on the Green show will feature two 
hundred British cars and motorcycles, music, food 
trucks, youth activities, and admission to historic 
Gunston Hall and grounds. For 2021, we will fea-
ture a special display of classic British cars and their 
modern counterparts. Participant’s Choice honors 
will be awarded in 25 or more classes of British cars 
and motorcycles. 
 

Contact: 
John Buescher 
4519 North 19th Street 
Arlington, VA 22207 
703-522-6571 
Website: www.capitaltriumphregister.com/bog/, Email: bog@capitaltriumphregister.com 

 
BOG Show Car Registration Prices: 
On-line early registration received by September 1, 2021: $25 per car 
Mail in registration and online registration received after September 1, 2021: $35 per car 
 
BOG Spectator Admission Prices: 
Adults: $10 
Children 6-18: $5 
Children under 6: free 



Mystery Car 
 

Last edition’s Mystery Car was a 1935 Rover 10 Coupe. The Rover 10 series was pro-
duced between 1927 and 1947.  It grew from an upright looking twenties car to the 
sleeker post war shape in the picture. 
 
Powered by a 1400 CC inline four it put out a whopping 27hp 
—————————————————————————————————————————————————— 
 
This one may be a bit easier since it is more modern. 

 
 
I owned one of these babies in the early 70s. Tiny engine in 
a wide bay but probably the nicest gearbox I have ever driv-
en. Fingertip gearchanges. Lovely! 
 
 
Drop me an email trevormees@outlook.com if you know 
what it is. 
 
 

 



 

Advertising in The British Diamond and  
Sponsoring The British Car Club of Dela-

ware 

 
We are looking for more local businesses to advertise in the 
newsletter so if you know of one and can approach them please 
do so. You will see their ads throughout the newsletter.  We are 
also looking for sponsors/donors to pledge fixed amounts to the 
club. Contact Terry (terryyoung224@me.com) for details on pric-
ing etc. 
 
Current Sponsors: 
 

Paul & George Alderman 
Alison Blyth 

Anthony & Paul Campanella 
Jim and Josh Grundy 

Luke L. Phipps 
Christopher Riofski  

The Scala Family 
Tim Southerst 

Gary Sutch 
Sandy Thompson 
Jim Ursomarso 
Jon Talkington 

JR Walker 
Ludie and Eben Warner 

Peter Wolff 
Jennifer Zerby 

 
Brandywine Motor Sport Club 

Chesapeake Bay Motoring Festival 
Kent Island Yacht Club 

 
 
 

 

mailto:terryyoung224@me.com


 



Marshall Steam Museum 
Terry Young 

 

Yorklyn DE, July 14, 2021:   
 
The British Car Club of Delaware, Inc was invited to showcase their 
British autos for the “Auburn After Hours” event at the Marshall 
Steam Museum & Friends of Auburn Heights.  Bill Wilson – 1973 
Triumph TR-6, Chuck Ott – 1969 Austin Healey Sprite, Jim Martin – 
1964 Austin Healey BJ8 3000 Roadster, George Alderman – 2007 
Jaguar XKR, and Terry Young – 1999 Jaguar XK8 made the enjoya-
ble drive through Auburn State Park into the Marshall Mansion’s 
driveway.  Dave Marshall and Wayne Elvin greeted us as we arrived. 

 
Our host Allison Schell, Director of Public Programs for Mar-
shall Steam Museum & Friends of Auburn Heights excitingly 
welcomed us as we arrived. The front admission person was 
Kathy Beck, longtime Marshall Steam Museum volun-
teer.  Allison and her staff strategically parked our cars around 
the mansion and steam museum for visitors to admire.  
 
We want to thank our museum tour guide Steve Bryce, Vice 
President at the museum who is an expert resource for Steam 

Cars. Additional thanks go to the food service folks from The Box Lunch DE (Chef Connor 
Ryan) and our attentive bartender Barbara Nelson, a volunteer with our Auburn Valley Rail-
road. The house in the pictures is the circa1897 Marshall Mansion, situated in Red Clay Creek 

and home to the world’s largest operating collection of 
Stanley Steamer cars Auburn Heights at the Marshall 
Steam Museum.   
 
Please visit their website. https://test. auburnheights.org 
 



Auburn Heights 
Wayne Elvin 

 
Below is a photo from the entrance to the grounds of the Marshall 
Steam Museum (Friends of Auburn Heights) for BCCD night.  
 
The main home at Auburn Heights with Jim Martin’s ‘64 Austin 
Healey in the drive leads to the grounds with a small barn, shop, the 
Museum and other LBC’s on display.  

 
Also showing or 
attending were Bill 
Wilson, Chuck Ott 
and George Alder-
man with British 
cars on display 
(none steam pow-
ered as far as I 
could tell).  Others 
plus the general 
public enjoyed a 
pleasant warm 
evening with music 
by a one man 
band.  The event 
offered catered 
food choices and 
drink options - 
cold water was 
universally en-
joyed.   
 
 
 
 

The museum maintains a scale steam power locomotive, but large 
enough to transport guests around the track on the grounds.  The 
Stanley Steamers are one of the main show attractions, along with 
an indoor museum housing other early automobiles to view.  In ad-
dition there are local and Delaware history artifacts displayed in the 
newly renovated Museum.  It is located in Yorklyn, DE near Hock-
essin.   
 
A worthwhile visit to see and learn more about early automotive 
history.    
 
 

Southern Chapter Fall Fun Rally 
October 10th 2021 

 
Yes, the rally is on, starting with coffee and snacks at Bill Tatter-
sall’s house in Frankford and ending with a picnic at Mike Tyler’s 
house near Georgetown. 
 
Please email me at trevormees@outlook.com if you would like to 
participate.  
 
There is no cost but we ask that you bring an appetizer, side dish or 
dessert. The club will supply water and soft drinks, and the main 
course.  BYOBooze. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Concours d’ Elegance 

September 24th - 26th 2021 

 
 
Discounted Tickets 
 
Tickets | St. Michaels Concours d' Elegance (smcde.org)  
 
 
 
 
 
 

14th St. Michaels Concours d’ Elegance 
 

Sunday, September 26th, 2021  
 

Grand Classic Motorcars- Classic Wooden Speed Boats 
 

Gourmet Food Concessions - Live Music 
 

located along the magnificently manicured water front lawn of  
 

Talbot Country Club 

6142 Country Club Drive, Easton, MD 21601  

https://smcde.org/visitors/tickets/


Choptank Riverboat Cruise 
Terry Young 

Suicide Bridge, July 14th 
 
The British Car Club of Delaware embarked on the second Choptank Riverboat Lunch Cruise at Suicide 
Bridge, Hurlock, Maryland. It was a great turnout with 18 British car club enthusiasts grabbing their life vests 
and appetites for a two-hour cruise on the Choptank River. Photos courtesy David Haines.  



ALERT!!!!!! The AutoZone recommended oil filter for a 79 MGB is STP16XL but, it will not work.  I had been 
using the Purolator L14670 and went back to it. 

 
While the outside height of the STP 16XL is virtually the same as the 
Purolator L14670 (or PL14670, or even the PB14670 (see pic 1), it does 
not reveal the depth from rim to the bottom. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inside depth to the bottom of the STP filer is much shorter than the Purolator filter which causes the pressure re-
lief to not be activated. This then causes the oil pressure gauge to read zero (see pic 2) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This was discovered yesterday when I was changing oil and filter. The STP appeared to be a good seal but it was 
not. When I cranked over the engine, 3 qts of oil poured on the floor before I realized it.   
 

Below is a link to a YouTube video that discusses this and shows the replacement of a filter that has proper height 
so the oil pressure gauge will display properly. 
Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l8GSmc-F22M 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l8GSmc-F22M

