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https://www.bellancamuseum.org/
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ON CHESAPEAKE BAY

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2023

Join us for the 16th annual
St. Michaels Concours d'Elegance on Chesapeake Bay
hosted by Kent Island Yacht Club.
Mark your calendar for a day of casual elegance,

senior award»winning automobiles, gourmet food,

refreshments and celebration on Maryland’s Eastern Shore.

For information, application and ticket sales
visit SMCDE.org

Photo © Marc Castelli

@qu&%ff _@ y

MOTORING FESTIVAL

SATURDAY & SUNDAY
JUNE 10 & 11, 2023

Join us for two days of camaraderie
and motaring excellence.
AT

KENT ISLAND YACHT CLUB

CHESAPEAKEBAYMOTORINGFESTIVAL.ORG

27th Annual

“British are Coming...Again” Car Show
THIS TIME, WE INVITED THEM!
One if by Land, Two if by Ferry, Three if by MG

L]
Lewes Ferry Terminal
May 6, 2023 « 1AM - 3PM
No spectator entry after 2PM » $5 at the Gate
CONCLUDING WITH THE WINNERS' CIRCLE PARADE
FROM THE TERMINAL TO DOWNTOWN LEWES

Join us before, after and during the car show!
Merchants’ Spring Sidewalk Sales » May 5 - 7, 10AM - 5PM

Celebrating MG’s

Scan for Tickets
100 Anniversary

and Registration

Chamher of II:nmr\'ual-rt.=

LewesChambercom 302 6458073
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The UPS Store @

MOVING SUPPLIES NOTARY SERVICES FAX
4023 Kennett Pike store1391@theupsstore.com
Wilmington, DE theupsstorelocal.com/1391

(302) 429-9780

Copyright © 2017 The UPS Sioe, Inc. MS410_15880317

http://www.lewespuzzles.com 302 645-8013
p
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http://www.lewesgourmet.com (302) 645 1661
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Tn-5State Spring Blossom’s Tour sponsored by the British Car Club of Delaware Northern Chapter
Apnl 22, 2023
By Dave Mitchell

We started om time with seven cars and fourteen tourers. This was a ramn date reschedule that
reduced our participants by two vehicles and five tourers.

The route was designed to follow the local
streams and waterways. The Fish and Game
Commissions of the Tn-State region have a very
aggressive stocking program this year, upwards of
13,000 trout m three vaneties have been releazed. This
made the presence of anglers noteworthy. The narrow
back roads and the parking along them made for a few
DETVOUS passages.

Of the several bndges that traverse these
streams two were of the covered vanety datmg far
back m time and bemng preserved and nortured by
€L; Bty Turnes, Jim Martin, Brian &, loy Resd, Fons & aien Hil, | volunteer groups. These beauties do cause one to pause

mm;::umnnmmmmu 3'1'_1 visuahze hﬂ“’ fm'{PTﬂ ﬂTCFlll} we ]lﬂl"ﬂ come.
Geargia Young, This area has a significant Amish population, and 1t is

at least to me a dichotonny of worlds.

The rally tour included questions based on in the moment questions that tested one’s power of
observation. We have some eagle-eyes among us and there was close scorng.

Total nuleage was a factor nsed for the sconng as well.

The wictonious
—n couple answered all

came within one tenth of

a mile. The next duo

mussed one question but

nailed the total mileage!

The final duo missed two

W i e, " questions and were off m

Tri-State Spring Blosse's Tour Fint Place mileage by just a little bit
pn'—m wiln'ni e Tri-Stata Spring Blossom's Tour maseeup
a mil. wirmars, Bob Tomer e=d Fim Martis sicsed one

qnestions and nailed the milage.

We ended the event by gathenng at Wesley's Restaurant, a third-generation local watermg hole
that has a reputation for food vanety and good porfions.

The predicted heavy rams amved almost at the exact ttme the prognosticators declared. This
caused a couple of tourers to dash to protect their Drophead Coupes.

Thanks to all our members for attending the rescheduled event and more so for the comradely.
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WIRE WHEEL

Tire and Wheel Sales and Service
Wire Wheel Truing and Balancing

www.hendrixwirewheel.com

lh-.l the following presdgious o wards

BEST of SHOW BEST in CLASS PEOPLE'S CHOICE
2019 2019 2019
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DRIVING PASSION

FOR EXCELLENCE

Glen Rodk, PA« 800 M 0028
apnermadsnscan

AT ANCHOR... IT’S EASY!

AnchorBulckGMC.com
Rt. 40 at MD-DE State Line in Elkton
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RUDY'S

Independent
Diagnostic & Mechanical
Service Specialist

17475 Nassau Commons Blvd.
Lewes, DE 19958
302-645-6410

http://rudyseurocars.com/location.html

Protect your classic with insurance created specifically for collector
cars. Grundy combines the strongest insurance companies with our
Agreed Value coverage which protects 100% of the value of your car.
Plus, there is no deductible*, you get unlimited mileage, low costs, and
much more. Call us at 888-647-8639 or visit us at www.grundy.com and
see why Grundy Insurance is the classic choice to protect classic cars!

&SURANCE

WWW.GRUNDY.COM
1-888-647-8639

*No deductible in most states. ©2017 The James A. Grundy Agency Inc. Al Rights Reseved.

We Repair All Make Cars

* Insurance Work

* Foreign & Domestic Car
Work

» Corvette & Fiberglass

* Heavy Duty Truck Repair

« Towing Service

Phone: (302) 762-0100
FAX: (302) 762-6312

2510 Northeast Blvd.
Wilmington, DE 19802

(Co
Body Repair Since 1964

" PROUDLY SERVING
DeLawsanpe W
Mamniano B

Vircite Wl

MNew Jersey B
Mew Yorx H
PEMMSYLvANEA T

800.852.9700
BATTERIES » STARTERS « ALTERNATOR

FOR EVERYTHING!

Cell Phone: Hearing Aid RV

- - - -
= Alarm = CoinCell = Induestrial Eguipment = Security

= Alkaline = Cordless Phone = DetSki = Sealedlead Acid
= ATV = Doorlock = Laptop = Snowmohile

= Botomotive =  Emergency Licht = Lo Mower = Twe-Way Radio
= Barcode Scanner = Farm Equipment = Lithium Powersport = UPs

= Battery Packs =  Floor Sweeper) =  Motor Scooter = Lility Vehicle

= Button Cell = Forklift = Motoroycle = WapeMod

= Calculator =  Garden = MP3 = Video Camera

= Camera& Camcorder =  Golf Cart = Power Tools = Warch

= Comstruction = GPS = Power Wheek = Wheelchair

CUSTOM MADE WIRE & CABLE

WE KICK. SOME AMPS! | WWW. TRISTATEBATTERY.COM

mplere Auto & Truck

WWW.NortheastBodyShop.Com
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A LOCAL PURVEYOR. OF FINELY CRAFTED MEAD,
FRUIT WINES AND CIDER.

OLD WORLD TRADITION WITH A MODERN
TWIST, MADE WITH PRIDE AND HONOR..

28615 LEWES GEORGETOWN HIGHWAY,
MILTON, DE 19968
(302) 664-1188
HTTPS://BRIMMINCHORNMEADERY.COM

24 Rehoboth Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, Delaware 19971
302-226-1044
https: / /www.gofishrehoboth com

EER PARK

D TAVERN

deerparktavern.com

ASHBY HOSPITALITY GROUP

‘ﬁRﬁ%mmg Raven

cantwells-tavern.com theroamingraven.com

CANTWELL

ST

g brit!
fish + chips

rZamumNl

Chick-fil-A Elkton

1100 E Pulaski Hwy, Elkton, MD 21921
410-392-9494
Hours: Mon - Sat 6:30 AM - 10 PM Closed on Sunday
Harry Marcus-Owner/Operator

https://www.cfarestaurant.com/elkton
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We salute the great British car marques like
3 Aston Martin, Bentley, Daimler, Jaguar, Lagonda, i
. " Land Rover, Lotus, McLaren, Mini, Morgan and Rolls Royce. . :

* " After a spin in your favorite ride, stop by Buckley's Tavern

B for some delicious food and a pint of your favorite brew! '
r B | ,,.\\\“ Lu !\.‘

: :

EH Javern

LUNCH & DINNER 7 DAYS
5812 Kennett Pike
Reservations: 302-656-9776 n
buéklc_\'!m‘crum



https://goobersdiner-de.com/

MGB Repairs

By Mike Salino

Florida doesn't have any form of vehide inspection so0 when | bought the green MGE | was able to drive it legally from day
one and sort out the bugs on the fly.

As we are all aware Delaware is a bit more particular so when | went looking for a British classic last year one of the oriteria
wias that | wouldn't have to spend weeks under the hood and loads of cash getting past the inspectors at the DMV, This is
how that worked ouwt.

After much havering, | finally settled on a black MGE being offered on
Craigslist somewhere in Maryland. | forget exactly where and its only
relevance is that it was in Maryland. According to the seller who initially
represented himself as a private owner but eventually turmed out to be a
dealer (trust Craigslist), the car was ready to drive amywhere in the USA the
buyer chose to take it. The fact that the electrics died 20 yards into the test

drive didn't inspire confidence but after the seller's mechanic got it going it ] 4}_11-,;,5,&:-;&
seemed to pass muster. m

Because the car wasn't insured and didn’t have a plate the seller requested | s picture was taken the day
that | restrict the test drive to a side road about a quarter mile long ona fairly | ¢he car was delivered. It stll
steep hill. After half dozen runs up and down the hill, | decided the car was | |50ks pretty much the same.
"eccd™ and the deal was consummated. Mot wishing to chance driving the
100 miles or 5o back to Mewark in a car with no plate and dubious reliability | had it tmnsported.

The delivery driver couldn’t find our house (it is a litle awkward) so | met him in a side road about a half mile away. The
first thing | noticed on the way home was that the differential was really noisy. Didn't notice that on the test drive.

Having got the car home, | then went through my dhecklist again to make sure there were no problems before taking the
car to the DMV, | swear everything was working before | bought it but now the windshield wipers wouldn't operate. With
fimngers crossed | set about checking the electrical system with a wiring diagram downloaded from the web hoping for a
loose wire or blown fuse. The wiring on my car does still bear some resemblance to the way loe Lucas originally made it,
although it's obvious there have a been a number of
“imiprovements modifiations”™ made since it rolled
out of Longbridge.

It was with some disappointment that | confirmed the
wiper motor was indeed getting power and the
ground connection was good. That meant the motor
was shot
and
would
have to be
changed. Wiper motors on MGBs (and most LBCs) live under the passenger
side dashboard and are notoriously awkward to get at. At least replacements
are easy to get and cheap. | surprised myself by repladng it in just a few hours,
and went back to the checklist.

Wiper motor lurking under the passenger side dashboard.

For some reason the tum signals were now not working. The electrical circuit
goes through the hazard waming switch on the dash. It looked like it would Classic MGB wiring.
come out easily 5o | could check the circuit. It did come out easily but in about




six pieces, which | couldn’t put back together. Another call to Moss Motors. | never did fimd exactly what the problem
was, but when | put it all back together the tumn signals were working again, and stll are (touching wood as | write this).

| bought my car in Maryland, but it came with a Pennsylvania title and no plate. Bec@use | have an aversion to talking to
police at the side of the road, | decided to take advantage the Delaware rule that says you can get a 5 day temporary plate
to take an unregistered car to the DMV to get it tested.  You can also drive it to a mechanic and (| assumed) test drive to
make sure it's roadworthy.

| decided to drive it round the block a few times to make sure it would make the 10 miles to the testing center. In the
original test drive the overdrive engaged properly several times. The first time | tried poing round the block it engaged
nicely, then nothing. Oh well.

Monday morning, | drove to the DMV, basically to see what would happen. Everything went well on the brakes and the
electrics. Then | had to go to the emissions test. Surprisingly it passed the Carbon Monoxide test by a good margin but
then narrowly missed the Hydrocarbons test. | probably should have listened to the advice offered by several dub
members to disconnect the breather pipe that feeds fumes from the crankcase into the air intake. Seems cbvious now.
Anyway, the DMV gave me a 30 day temporarny tag to fix the issues so that gave me some breathing room.

First thing | did was change all the oils in the hope that would fix multiple problems.

| drained the rear axle and refilled it with the thickest oil | could find im the hope that would quiet the racket from the
differential. It didn't.

| chamged the gearbox oil which is also shared with the overdrive. | also changed the overdrive filter, as the intermet experts
seemed to think that a dirty filter and/or old or low oil might be the reason the overdrive stopped working. It wasn't.

| changed the engine oil and filter thinking that clean oil might fix the issue with hydrocarbons test. 54l not sure on that
one.

| also changed the plugs ‘cos why wouldn't |- The car has electronic ignition so at least | didn't have to mess with mechanical
points in the distributor.

My first trip to the DMV was on a Monday moming and there was no line
which turned out to be gquite fortuitous. | drove the car quite a bit during the
30 day grace period and | began to notice than when stopped in traffic the
temperature gauge would creep up but | never heard the electric fan tum on.
5o, one afternoon | let it idle in the driveway to see what would happen. Sure
encugh the gauge got disturbingly dose to the red zone but no fan turned on.

| hotwired the fan and it turned on and rean well. | started tracing the wiring
and discovered that there was nothing connected to the thermostatic switch
on the radiator. A call to Moss got me a rather expensive little connector. A
Iittle creative wiring and the cooling system works as designed.

Center of the picture is the 530

It was a pood job | figured that one out because on my next trip to the DMY | onnector that makes the fan work.
there were long lines and it took around 30 minutes before | got to do the
second emissions test. There's a good chance the car would have boiled if |
hadn't fiwed the fan. This time the car passed the Hydrocarbon test handily and failed the carbon monoxide test miserabhby.
| was feeling a little depressed when the technician leaned owver and said “where's your receipts?” Tums out if you spend
575 trying to fix an emissions failure they give you a waiver. Again, dub members had already advised me about this but....
(As far as | can determine the amount you have to spend varies from County to County. In Mewcastle it's 575, Sussex |
think it's 5115 and Kent something else).

| went home ordered a new ignition coil from Moss. Total cost of the coil and the set of plugs about 530. Problem sohed.
| decided to weaken the fuel mixture to see if that would help. My car has a twin choke Weber like they used to fit to




pickup trucks so it's fairly simple, especially when it comes to restoring the original seting. The purists don't like them but
having struggled to balance dual 5Us in the past | love it

On my third visit to the DMV the car failed both tests and nearly boiled over in the line because the weak fuel mixture was
making it run hot. However, they gave me a waiver for 2 years and | paid for a 2 year tag so | don't have to go back to the
DMV 4l September 2024. Plenty of time to figure out what to do next.

Mext issue was the overdrive. My car has the switch on the
gearlever. | was hoping that was the problem but it wasn't. After
several days tracing wires and checking voltages, | ame to the
conclusion that problem lay with the gearbox lockout switch.

There's a very suspicious loose wire hanging down from the area
where the switch is.

The lodkowt switch is located on the top of the pearbox and
designed to ensure the overdrive only works in top gear (on later
cars). The only way to get at the switch is to pull the engine and
gearbost out, and I'm not ready to that. 5o, | did exactly what the | Owerdrive switch should be on the gearlever
web experts say should never be done. |installed a rocker switch | knob. Now it's the upper rocker switch on
on the dashboard, connected power from the same circuit thar | the dash.

runs the wiper motor and short drcuited the lodeout switch.

Mow my ocverdrive works on all four forward gears and reverse. This is bad because reversing with the overdrive engaged
immediately destroys it the unit. Also, the unit can’t take the torgue transmitted in the lower gears, which is why by the
time they got to 1977 it only worked on 4™ gear. So far, it's still working and I‘m being very careful when reversing to the
point of paranoia.

What else. The car used to wallow uncomfortably over big bumps. The bounce test indicated that the front drivers side
shock wasn't absorbing. | refilled it using the same oil that goes in motoroyde front forks. IniGally | thought that it hadn't
worked so | acquired a replacement, but now the car feels tight on the bumps so I'm leaving it to see what happens.

Driving it cold weather it became obvious the thermostat needed replacing. | got
one from Moss and then realized | didn't get a new gasket. | changed it amyway and
started the engine to see what would happen. It leaked slightly for a couple of
minutes and then when the block warmed up (and expanded a litthe) it dried up.

Mow ['m going to drive it. The engine starts nicely and pulls clean and strong. |
suspect it's burning some oil but the pressure holds up under normal driving. The
cooling system works well in cold weather, and so does the heater. The car tracks
straight and feels tight. The brakes work well, and the duct @pe | put on the seats
I'm only slightly embarrassed to stop them tearing further blends in nicely and is hardly noticeable. The diff is
by this. Checked out the cost of noisy as heck and | may have to find a fix. The conventional wisdom is that the best

new seats and it gin't solution is to replace the whole rear axle. Mot sure 'm ready for that either. Maybe
once we take the top down it won't be 50 annoying.

Logking forward to parbidpating in lots of events in the coming year.
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IROM HILL

BREWERY & RESTAURANT

Paul's private label from Italy
Roero Arnies: Piemonte White

Barbera di Asti: Piemonte Red
Rockin’ Rose’: Nebbiolo, Barbera, Dolcetto
Rosso di Toscana Montalcino Sangiovese with a kiss of cabernet
Lambrusco di Emilia: Dry, Fizzy Red from Emilia Romagna
==Now Available in Delaware++
https://www.paulcullen.rocks/home

Ocennfrot, o the Boarsbill!

IN THE BOARDWALK PLAZA HOTEL
REHOBOTH BEACH, DE
VICTORIASRESTAUANT.COM
(800)33-BEACH
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