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Cheers, Everyone!

Spring has arrived!! There are many clues. March 20" was
the vernal equinox marking the beginning of the astronomi-
~7. cal spring in the Northern Hemisphere (that’s us). For verifi-
, a cation, | tried to stand an egg on its end. The vernal equinox
’.;. suggests equal gravity on all sides of the egg prevents it

from falling over. Ha! That doesn’t work unless you just
happen to get the yolk to settle at the bottom. Otherwise forget it!

Moving into April we were blessed with a couple days of 70 deg weather.
But since it’s turned cooler. So, is it top down or top up? Come on weather,
make up your mind! Spring is also the time for tornados. The watches and
warnings are nothing to be ignored. Have a plan and determine a shelter you
can get to quickly. When we lived in Montgomery, Georgia and | spent many
hours in a small-inside room we hoped would protect us. Fortunately, it was
never put to the test. So, if you hear the freight train a-coming, the tell-tail sign
the tornado is on top of you, it may be too late. Enough about that! As we
move from April to May, it will be a short ride into summer!

One final word. As you read this note our club, in conjunction with the Lewes
Chamber of Commerce, is preparing for the opening of the annual Lewes “The British are
Coming Again” Motor Car Show, held on Saturday May 6™ and the Meet And Greet the
night before all at the Lewes Ferry Terminal grounds. The show has been sold out for a
while. I’'m excited as are many others, to see the anticipated line-up of British cars (I've
seen the list). | certainly hope you were able to sign up before the registration closed.
This premier show kicks off the show season and it’s the “must attend spring event.” |
hope | see you there!!

Until then, kick those tires, drop the top and check the fluids — the roads await!
See you out there and please drive safely,

Terry & Georgia

Every care was taken to insure the accuracy of the contents of this newsletter. The edi-
tor(s) accept no responsibility for any effect caused by errors or emissions.




BELLANCA

https://www.bellancamuseum.org/
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ON CHESAPEAKE BAY
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2023

Join us for the 16th annual
St. Michaels Concours d'Elegance on Chesapeake Bay
hosted by Kent Island Yacht Club.
Mark your calendar for a day of casual elegance,

senior award-winning automobiles, gourmet food,

refreshments and celebration on Maryland’s Eastern Shore.

For information, application and ticket sales
visit SMCDE.org

Photo © Marc Castelli
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MOTORING FESTIVAL

SATURDAY & SUNDAY
JUNE 10 & 11, 2023

Join us for two days of camaraderie
and motaring excellence.
AT

KENT ISLAND YACHT CLUB

CHESAPEAKEBAYMOTORINGFESTIVAL.ORG

27th Annual

“British are Coming...Again” Car Show
THIS TIME, WE INVITED THEM!
One if by Land, Two if by Ferry, Three if by MG

L]
Lewes Ferry Terminal
May 6, 2023 « 1AM - 3PM
No spectator entry after 2PM » $5 at the Gate
CONCLUDING WITH THE WINNERS' CIRCLE PARADE
FROM THE TERMINAL TO DOWNTOWN LEWES

Join us before, after and during the car show!
Merchants’ Spring Sidewalk Sales » May 5 - 7, 10AM - 5PM

Celebrating MG’s

Scan for Tickets
100 Anniversary

and Registration

Chamher of II:nmr\'ual-rt.=

LewesChambercom 302 6458073




Community and Services

The UPS Store @

NOTARY SERVICES FAX SERVICES
4023 Kennett Pike store1391@theupsstore.com
Wilmington, DE theupsstorelocal.com/1391

(302) 429-9780
Copyright © 2017 The UPS Store, Inc. MS410_15880317
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Tn-5State Spring Blossom’s Tour sponsored by the British Car Club of Delaware Northern Chapter
Apnl 22, 2023
By Dave Mitchell

We started om time with seven cars and fourteen tourers. This was a ramn date reschedule that
reduced our participants by two vehicles and five tourers.

The route was designed to follow the local
streams and waterways. The Fish and Game
Commissions of the Tn-State region have a very
aggressive stocking program this year, upwards of
13,000 trout m three vaneties have been releazed. This
made the presence of anglers noteworthy. The narrow
back roads and the parking along them made for a few
DETVOUS passages.

Of the several bndges that traverse these
streams two were of the covered vanety datmg far
back m time and bemng preserved and nortured by
€L; Bty Turnes, Jim Martin, Brian &, loy Resd, Fons & aien Hil, | volunteer groups. These beauties do cause one to pause

mm;::umnnmmmmu 3'1'_1 visuahze hﬂ“’ fm'{PTﬂ ﬂTCFlll} we ]lﬂl"ﬂ come.
Geargia Young, This area has a significant Amish population, and 1t is

at least to me a dichotonny of worlds.

The rally tour included questions based on in the moment questions that tested one’s power of
observation. We have some eagle-eyes among us and there was close scorng.

Total nuleage was a factor nsed for the sconng as well.

The wictonious
—n couple answered all

came within one tenth of

a mile. The next duo

mussed one question but

nailed the total mileage!

The final duo missed two

W i e, " questions and were off m

Tri-State Spring Blosse's Tour Fint Place mileage by just a little bit
pn'—m wiln'ni e Tri-Stata Spring Blossom's Tour maseeup
a mil. wirmars, Bob Tomer e=d Fim Martis sicsed one

qnestions and nailed the milage.

We ended the event by gathenng at Wesley's Restaurant, a third-generation local watermg hole
that has a reputation for food vanety and good porfions.

The predicted heavy rams amved almost at the exact ttme the prognosticators declared. This
caused a couple of tourers to dash to protect their Drophead Coupes.

Thanks to all our members for attending the rescheduled event and more so for the comradely.




Automotive
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DRIVING PASSION

FOR EXCELLENCE

Glen Rodk, PA« 800 M 0028
apnermadsnscan
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WIRE W

Tire and Wheel Sales and Service
Wire Wheel Truing and Balancing

www.hendrixwirewheel.com

AT ANCHOR... IT’S EASY!

AnchorBulckGMC.com
Rt. 40 at MD-DE State Line in Elkton




Brit Tit Bits

Please send me pictures and captions for this
page.

Many thanks, Trevor (Ed)

trevormees@outlook.com

On our recent stopover in London, spotted the TR shop, unfortunately it was closed.

We also spotted a unicorn, a MG SUV EV, good looking vehicle. With gas prices at $8.50+ per
gallon an economical way to get around one of the worst traffic cities in the world. |
believe they are made in China.

Tom Huelsenbeck

| need a baseball cap to keep the hair out of my
eyes when | drive my 1962 Austin Healey MK 3000

Mark Il Tri-Carb....Old English White with Dupont Bill Tattersall’s Lotus is ready to
Imron Paint. The Wheels are Silver Metallic with )
Imron. hit the road

Don McDonald
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Automotive

RUDY'S

Independent
Diagnostic & Mechanical
Service Specialist

17475 Nassau Commons Blvd.
Lewes, DE 19958
302-645-6410

http://rudyseurocars.com/location.html

Protect your classic with insurance created specifically for collector
cars. Grundy combines the strongest insurance companies with our
Agreed Value coverage which protects 100% of the value of your car.
Plus, there is no deductible*, you get unlimited mileage, low costs, and
much more. Call us at 888-647-8639 or visit us at www.grundy.com and
see why Grundy Insurance is the classic choice to protect classic cars!

&SURANCE

WWW.GRUNDY.COM
1-888-647-8639

*No deductible in most states. ©2017 The James A. Grundy Agency Inc. Al Rights Reseved.

We Repair All Make Cars

* Insurance Work

* Foreign & Domestic Car
Work

» Corvette & Fiberglass

* Heavy Duty Truck Repair

« Towing Service

Phone: (302) 762-0100
FAX: (302) 762-6312

2510 Northeast Blvd.
Wilmington, DE 19802

(Co
Body Repair Since 1964

" PROUDLY SERVING
DeLawsanpe W
Mamniano B

Vircite Wl

MNew Jersey B
Mew Yorx H
PEMMSYLvANEA T

800.852.9700
BATTERIES » STARTERS « ALTERNATOR

FOR EVERYTHING!

Cell Phone: Hearing Aid RV

- - - -
= Alarm = CoinCell = Induestrial Eguipment = Security

= Alkaline = Cordless Phone = DetSki = Sealedlead Acid
= ATV = Doorlock = Laptop = Snowmohile

= Botomotive =  Emergency Licht = Lo Mower = Twe-Way Radio
= Barcode Scanner = Farm Equipment = Lithium Powersport = UPs

= Battery Packs =  Floor Sweeper) =  Motor Scooter = Lility Vehicle

= Button Cell = Forklift = Motoroycle = WapeMod

= Calculator =  Garden = MP3 = Video Camera

= Camera& Camcorder =  Golf Cart = Power Tools = Warch

= Comstruction = GPS = Power Wheek = Wheelchair

CUSTOM MADE WIRE & CABLE

WE KICK. SOME AMPS! | WWW. TRISTATEBATTERY.COM

mplere Auto & Truck

WWW.NortheastBodyShop.Com




Mystery Car

Well, Jack managed to stump the one person who responded. He managed to pinpoint the manu-
facturer group (Rootes) but not the make and model.

If you zoom in on to the front wing just below the windshield you can just make out the words
“Super Snipe”, Yes, it is a Humber Super Snipe, 1959 to be precise.

Here is a picture of one in slightly better nick.

58 The “Super Snipe” hame appeared in 1938 on a .
= Humber Snipe with a 4 litre 6 cylinder engine (as opposed to 3 litre). During WW2 many
were used as military staff cars.

In 1945 the Humber Hawk body was used with the same engine and introduced as the

Mark 1 Super Snipe. It was modernized as the Mark 11 in 1948 and continued with mi-
~ nor upgrades until 1958.

The car Jack photographed is from the 1958 model, known as the series 1. Powered by

, “ % W B a 2.6 litre straight 6 through a 3 speed manual (overdrivewas optional, as was an auto-
matic). With 112 bhp It could reach about 95 mph.

And was said to resemble a smaller 1955 Chevrolet 4 door sedan (ahem, saloon)

It was succeeded by the Series 11 through V until discontinued in 1967, by which time the engine was 3 litre and produced 137.5 bhp.

And so to this edition’s Mystery Car

Let’s come right up to date with a British supercar. Yes, we
Brits have made some pretty hairy supercars over the years.

Think mid-90’s for this one.

Drop me an email to trevormees@outlook.com if you know what it is.




A LOCAL PURVEYOR. OF FINELY CRAFTED MEAD,
FRUIT WINES AND CIDER.

OLD WORLD TRADITION WITH A MODERN
TWIST, MADE WITH PRIDE AND HONOR..

28615 LEWES GEORGETOWN HIGHWAY,
MILTON, DE 19968
(302) 664-1188
HTTPS://BRIMMINCHORNMEADERY.COM

Food and Drink

24 Rehoboth Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, Delaware 19971
302-226-1044
https: / /www.gofishrehoboth com

EER PARK

TAVERN

D

‘ﬁRﬁ%mmg Raven

cantwells-tavern.com theroamingraven.com

ST

g brit!
fish + chips

rZamumNl

Chick-fil-A Elkton
1100 E Pulaski Hwy, Elkton, MD 21921
410-392-9494
Hours: Mon - Sat 6:30 AM - 10 PM Closed on Sunday
Harry Marcus-Owner/Operator

https://www.cfarestaurant.com/elkton




Food and Drink

1203 North Lincoln Street, Wilmington, DE 19806

Goober's Diner - Trolley Square, Wilmington, DE (goobersdiner-de.com)

We salute the great British car marques like
3 Aston Martin, Bentley, Daimler, Jaguar, Lagonda, i
. " Land Rover, Lotus, McLaren, Mini, Morgan and Rolls Royce. . :

" After a spin in your favorite ride, stop by Buckley’s Tavern
for some delicious food and a pint of your favorite brew!

,,»\\\“ Lu‘ !\.‘

= K lyem

LUNCH & DINNER 7 DAYS
5812 Kennett Pike
Reservations: 302-656-9776 n
buéklc_\'!m‘crum



https://goobersdiner-de.com/

MGB Repairs

By Mike Salino

Florida doesn't have any form of vehide inspection so0 when | bought the green MGE | was able to drive it legally from day
one and sort out the bugs on the fly.

As we are all aware Delaware is a bit more particular so when | went looking for a British classic last year one of the oriteria
wias that | wouldn't have to spend weeks under the hood and loads of cash getting past the inspectors at the DMV, This is
how that worked ouwt.

After much havering, | finally settled on a black MGE being offered on
Craigslist somewhere in Maryland. | forget exactly where and its only
relevance is that it was in Maryland. According to the seller who initially
represented himself as a private owner but eventually turmed out to be a
dealer (trust Craigslist), the car was ready to drive amywhere in the USA the
buyer chose to take it. The fact that the electrics died 20 yards into the test

drive didn't inspire confidence but after the seller's mechanic got it going it ] 4}_11-,;,5,&:-;&
seemed to pass muster. m

Because the car wasn't insured and didn’t have a plate the seller requested | s picture was taken the day
that | restrict the test drive to a side road about a quarter mile long ona fairly | ¢he car was delivered. It stll
steep hill. After half dozen runs up and down the hill, | decided the car was | |50ks pretty much the same.
"eccd™ and the deal was consummated. Mot wishing to chance driving the
100 miles or 5o back to Mewark in a car with no plate and dubious reliability | had it tmnsported.

The delivery driver couldn’t find our house (it is a litle awkward) so | met him in a side road about a half mile away. The
first thing | noticed on the way home was that the differential was really noisy. Didn't notice that on the test drive.

Having got the car home, | then went through my dhecklist again to make sure there were no problems before taking the
car to the DMV, | swear everything was working before | bought it but now the windshield wipers wouldn't operate. With
fimngers crossed | set about checking the electrical system with a wiring diagram downloaded from the web hoping for a
loose wire or blown fuse. The wiring on my car does still bear some resemblance to the way loe Lucas originally made it,
although it's obvious there have a been a number of
“imiprovements modifiations”™ made since it rolled
out of Longbridge.

It was with some disappointment that | confirmed the
wiper motor was indeed getting power and the
ground connection was good. That meant the motor
was shot
and
would
have to be
changed. Wiper motors on MGBs (and most LBCs) live under the passenger
side dashboard and are notoriously awkward to get at. At least replacements
are easy to get and cheap. | surprised myself by repladng it in just a few hours,
and went back to the checklist.

Wiper motor lurking under the passenger side dashboard.

For some reason the tum signals were now not working. The electrical circuit
goes through the hazard waming switch on the dash. It looked like it would Classic MGB wiring.
come out easily 5o | could check the circuit. It did come out easily but in about




six pieces, which | couldn’t put back together. Another call to Moss Motors. | never did fimd exactly what the problem
was, but when | put it all back together the tumn signals were working again, and stll are (touching wood as | write this).

| bought my car in Maryland, but it came with a Pennsylvania title and no plate. Bec@use | have an aversion to talking to
police at the side of the road, | decided to take advantage the Delaware rule that says you can get a 5 day temporary plate
to take an unregistered car to the DMV to get it tested.  You can also drive it to a mechanic and (| assumed) test drive to
make sure it's roadworthy.

| decided to drive it round the block a few times to make sure it would make the 10 miles to the testing center. In the
original test drive the overdrive engaged properly several times. The first time | tried poing round the block it engaged
nicely, then nothing. Oh well.

Monday morning, | drove to the DMV, basically to see what would happen. Everything went well on the brakes and the
electrics. Then | had to go to the emissions test. Surprisingly it passed the Carbon Monoxide test by a good margin but
then narrowly missed the Hydrocarbons test. | probably should have listened to the advice offered by several dub
members to disconnect the breather pipe that feeds fumes from the crankcase into the air intake. Seems cbvious now.
Anyway, the DMV gave me a 30 day temporarny tag to fix the issues so that gave me some breathing room.

First thing | did was change all the oils in the hope that would fix multiple problems.

| drained the rear axle and refilled it with the thickest oil | could find im the hope that would quiet the racket from the
differential. It didn't.

| chamged the gearbox oil which is also shared with the overdrive. | also changed the overdrive filter, as the intermet experts
seemed to think that a dirty filter and/or old or low oil might be the reason the overdrive stopped working. It wasn't.

| changed the engine oil and filter thinking that clean oil might fix the issue with hydrocarbons test. 54l not sure on that
one.

| also changed the plugs ‘cos why wouldn't |- The car has electronic ignition so at least | didn't have to mess with mechanical
points in the distributor.

My first trip to the DMV was on a Monday moming and there was no line
which turned out to be gquite fortuitous. | drove the car quite a bit during the
30 day grace period and | began to notice than when stopped in traffic the
temperature gauge would creep up but | never heard the electric fan tum on.
5o, one afternoon | let it idle in the driveway to see what would happen. Sure
encugh the gauge got disturbingly dose to the red zone but no fan turned on.

| hotwired the fan and it turned on and rean well. | started tracing the wiring
and discovered that there was nothing connected to the thermostatic switch
on the radiator. A call to Moss got me a rather expensive little connector. A
Iittle creative wiring and the cooling system works as designed.

Center of the picture is the 530

It was a pood job | figured that one out because on my next trip to the DMY | onnector that makes the fan work.
there were long lines and it took around 30 minutes before | got to do the
second emissions test. There's a good chance the car would have boiled if |
hadn't fiwed the fan. This time the car passed the Hydrocarbon test handily and failed the carbon monoxide test miserabhby.
| was feeling a little depressed when the technician leaned owver and said “where's your receipts?” Tums out if you spend
575 trying to fix an emissions failure they give you a waiver. Again, dub members had already advised me about this but....
(As far as | can determine the amount you have to spend varies from County to County. In Mewcastle it's 575, Sussex |
think it's 5115 and Kent something else).

| went home ordered a new ignition coil from Moss. Total cost of the coil and the set of plugs about 530. Problem sohed.
| decided to weaken the fuel mixture to see if that would help. My car has a twin choke Weber like they used to fit to




pickup trucks so it's fairly simple, especially when it comes to restoring the original seting. The purists don't like them but
having struggled to balance dual 5Us in the past | love it

On my third visit to the DMV the car failed both tests and nearly boiled over in the line because the weak fuel mixture was
making it run hot. However, they gave me a waiver for 2 years and | paid for a 2 year tag so | don't have to go back to the
DMV 4l September 2024. Plenty of time to figure out what to do next.

Mext issue was the overdrive. My car has the switch on the
gearlever. | was hoping that was the problem but it wasn't. After
several days tracing wires and checking voltages, | ame to the
conclusion that problem lay with the gearbox lockout switch.

There's a very suspicious loose wire hanging down from the area
where the switch is.

The lodkowt switch is located on the top of the pearbox and
designed to ensure the overdrive only works in top gear (on later
cars). The only way to get at the switch is to pull the engine and
gearbost out, and I'm not ready to that. 5o, | did exactly what the | Owerdrive switch should be on the gearlever
web experts say should never be done. |installed a rocker switch | knob. Now it's the upper rocker switch on
on the dashboard, connected power from the same circuit thar | the dash.

runs the wiper motor and short drcuited the lodeout switch.

Mow my ocverdrive works on all four forward gears and reverse. This is bad because reversing with the overdrive engaged
immediately destroys it the unit. Also, the unit can’t take the torgue transmitted in the lower gears, which is why by the
time they got to 1977 it only worked on 4™ gear. So far, it's still working and I‘m being very careful when reversing to the
point of paranoia.

What else. The car used to wallow uncomfortably over big bumps. The bounce test indicated that the front drivers side
shock wasn't absorbing. | refilled it using the same oil that goes in motoroyde front forks. IniGally | thought that it hadn't
worked so | acquired a replacement, but now the car feels tight on the bumps so I'm leaving it to see what happens.

Driving it cold weather it became obvious the thermostat needed replacing. | got
one from Moss and then realized | didn't get a new gasket. | changed it amyway and
started the engine to see what would happen. It leaked slightly for a couple of
minutes and then when the block warmed up (and expanded a litthe) it dried up.

Mow ['m going to drive it. The engine starts nicely and pulls clean and strong. |
suspect it's burning some oil but the pressure holds up under normal driving. The
cooling system works well in cold weather, and so does the heater. The car tracks
straight and feels tight. The brakes work well, and the duct @pe | put on the seats
I'm only slightly embarrassed to stop them tearing further blends in nicely and is hardly noticeable. The diff is
by this. Checked out the cost of noisy as heck and | may have to find a fix. The conventional wisdom is that the best

new seats and it gin't solution is to replace the whole rear axle. Mot sure 'm ready for that either. Maybe
once we take the top down it won't be 50 annoying.

Logking forward to parbidpating in lots of events in the coming year.




Food and Drink

IROM HILL

BREWERY & RESTAURANT

Paul's private label from Italy
Roero Arnies: Piemonte White

Barbera di Asti: Piemonte Red
Rockin’ Rose’: Nebbiolo, Barbera, Dolcetto
Rosso di Toscana Montalcino Sangiovese with a kiss of cabernet
Lambrusco di Emilia: Dry, Fizzy Red from Emilia Romagna
==Now Available in Delaware++
https://www.paulcullen.rocks/home

Ocennfrot, o the Boarsbill!

IN THE BOARDWALK PLAZA HOTEL
REHOBOTH BEACH, DE
VICTORIASRESTAUANT.COM
(800)33-BEACH




Automotive

LAND ROVER WILMINGTON

4310 Kirkwood Highway
Wilmington, DE 19808
(302) 992-9400

LandRoverWilmington.com

e Jotp) Griam B

7 . K&I VINTAGE
&*.ﬁ;‘_‘ . SPORTS CARS 11«

Bethlehem, Pa.

National Award-Winning

Restoratlons

Proudly Serving Philadelphia
For Over 100 years.

Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Philadslphia ~~ Bentley Palmyra N.J.

" SPECIALIZING
IN HEALEYS FEC. KERB ECK

R k@!f 5 TN MAFTIN -L

: Route 73, Palmyra, MJ = www.kerbeckcars.com # 1-800-KERBECK

Ken Beck, Owner
www.ktvintagecars.com 484-281-8085




MY FIRST CAR
Brian REad

Like many teenagers in the U. K, my interest in motorized transport developed slowly. In the early 1950’s new cars were
rare because of the need to improve the balance of payment by exporting cars for the US dollar. They were also very ex-
pensive. That made “old bangers” fairly expensive too. Then there were the problems of driving license age and annual
taxation. Licenses to drive a car were only available after age 17 and vehicle road tax had to be paid every year about 25
pounds sterling | think (about $100). However licenses for motor cycles were available at age 16 and annual tax only
about £4 Two of my friends had motor cycles but they were forbidden to me by my parents on the grounds that | would
assuredly kill myself. (they were probably right!)

So that is the background to my acquiring a car which | doubt if anyone this side of the pond has heard of-a 1930 BSA
three wheeler. Similar to the Morgan 3 wheeler in concept but with several differences, principally the engine and its lo-
cation. The Morgan used a Matchless air cooled 1000cc Vee twin (I think) motor cycle engine mounted on the front of the
bonnet in the open air. The BSA used a BSA (of course) air cooled 1000cc Vee twin mounted inside the bonnet. It had a
number of “interesting” features

The clutch, throttle and brake pedals were conventional but the positioning was unusual. The clutch was on the left oper-
ated by the left foot, the accelerator was in the center and the brake on the right. Seemed strange at first but this was
ideal for “heel and toe braking” which was very necessary before synchromesh gearboxes. It means that while braking
with the sole of the right foot the heel of the right foot operated the throttle to increase the revs to match the engine
speed to the new gear speed. Look at the arrangement of your right foot that normally is at a slight angle to the right. It is
such a natural layout that you have to wonder why it was not adopted universally.

The fuel tank was mounted in the engine compartment on the firewall (bulkhead) and was of oval cross section with the
outlet feed pipe mounted towards the front and slightly elevated inside the tank. This arrangement meant that it could
feed the engine by gravity-no unreliable fuel pump and that any dirt remained in the bottom of the tank. However in
those days fuel was expensive to a teenager so generally it was purchased one gallon at a time. All very well but be care-
ful where you are going. | well remember on one occasion taking my girlfriend out for a ride. We had a local steep hill
near home —about 1 in 8 if memory serves, and we got about half way up and the engine stalled. The little fuel
we had had run to the back of the tank and was below the take off pipe! Being resourceful we turned the car
round by hand so the fuel was again at the front of the tank, and drove up the rest of the hill backwards.

Front suspension was by four quarter leaf springs (upper and lower each side) transversely mounted. Front wheel drive
was by a chassis mounted differential, cork faced clutch and an inboard drum brake. Drive wheels were coupled via
shafts, flexible coupling and Hooke joints at the front wheels. Two coupled brakes were fitted, one on the rear wheel and
one mounted to the right of the differential. Who realizes that front wheel drive was fairly normal so many years ago.
This arrangement also meant no oily chains driving the rear wheel.

This is not the actual car but a picture I found on the internet of a 1930 BSA
(Ed.)




LOERMAN

ALTOMOTIVE MALHIVE

Professional Automative Ma diive Shop

BLOCK BLUEPRINTING AVAILABLE!

on owr RMC V20 CNC Blods Machining Center
BUILD YOUR ENGINE TO THE FACTORY BLUEPRINT!

Cylinder Blocks Honed on our NEW
Rottler HPTA Predsion Cylinder Hone
(finder Head Rebvilding, Cran kshaft Grinding,
(iowaec ting Rods, Hywheek, Engine Balacing, Crack (hecking h "
ALL ENGINE MACHINING DONE IN-HOUSE USING STATE OF THE ART EQUIPMENT

ALL ASPECTS OF ENGINE WORK - FROM FLYWHEELS T0 REBUIL DS!
OVER 40 YEARS OF EXPERIENLCE
BUILDING ENGINES

2317 N DUPONT HWY - NEW CASTLE, DE
302.652.3733 - WWW.ALDERMANMACHINE.COM

COVENTRY MOTOR WORKS

repair and vestoration of fine British motor cars

410-253-8519
4234 Lovers Lane Trappe, Maryland 21673
https: //www.coventrymotorworks.com
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Newer cars with HID headlights

David Glick

Yes today most new cars are equipped with LED headlights. But for most cars in the 2000’s and 2010’s HIDs were all the rage and
state of the art. | remember my first car with HID headlights, my new 1999 BMW E46 3 Series. The headlights dwarfed that of halo-
gen headlights on my E36. Those days the bulk of my driving was at night, and with higher mileage, | noticed that bulbs had lost sig-
nificant brightness slowly over time. My E46 was ~ 1.5 years (~60,000) old when | replaced it with another, and the new one once
again had brighter whiter headlights.

Fast forward to today, my 2009 XK has just over 50,000 miles (I have owned the car sine 2010) and | was noticing the lights did not
seem anywhere near as bright as my F-Type HIDs. When looking side by side, | was shocked to see the light intensity decreased by
what seemed to be ~ 50%. Come to think of it, my wife’s Jeep was suffering from a very similar phenomenon. Still had the original
headlights, but the car was 8 years old with ~95,000 miles.

Well, name brand HID bulbs are not cheap, averaging ~ $100 per bulb. On the other hand, Amazon had no shortage of Chinese or
Taiwanese bulbs priced at ~$30 per set. $30 and two days later, | had a set of new HID bulbs in the Grand Cherokee, that worked at
they did originally. Since | did a bulb-to-bulb comparison, | would say the new were easily ~50% brighter. What a difference for night
driving. For those interested, what a job to change those bulbs by the way. One side was not bad, the other required removal of a
few parts in the way as well as the spilling of a small amount of blood. A month later, we purchased a new Jeep (this one had LED
headlights...). We did at least appreciate the brighter light for a month...

Finally got around to the Jaguar XK. Many of us with HID lights that still work in our more modern, now classic Jaguars and other new
cars. Turns out the HID lights do fade over time. While the lifespan of the bulb may average ~ 3000 hours, | have seen sources that
suggest ~ 15% reduced light output after 1000 hours, and only 50-70% of the original output by the time they reach 3000 hours. That
seemed to be consistent with my own observations.

After my two-day wait for my $35 set of Amazon HID replacement bulbs, my XK now lights up the road as it did when new. The fade
over time was so subtle that you do not really notice how much dimmer they had become until you replace the bulbs.

Do you have a 2000’s era Jaguar (XK8, XJ, XF, S-Type) or any 2000’s car with HID headlights? Even
though the bulbs may not be blown, you may be pleasantly surprised just how much brighter a new
set of bulbs may be. As for cost, well ~$200 for set of OSRAM/Phillips or $35 per set for Amazon...at
least 70% had 5-star ratings. Of the few ratings with less, credit a defective bulb or damage on installa-
tion. Many are not for the lighthearted to install. Passenger side was a breeze, minutes. The driver’s
side, had to loosen the light housing and move the power steering reservoir to accomplish the task.

Still much easier to change than the Jeep Grand Cherokee. | suspect the bulb life of the more expen-

sive name brands is not six times better than the Amazon brands. All | can say is it was well worth the
$30 investment.

Before anyone asks, yes technically there could be an LED upgrade to HIDs. However, you would have to bypass the HID ballast, and
your car would likely show a bub out error, so not easily accomplished. Just stick with an HID bulb for now. This holds true regardless
of what you are driving at the moment if the car was equipped with HID headlights.

Let the club members know if your observations are similar. If you are in the area, glad to offer assistance with changing the bulbs.
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HARVEY HANNA =paciaizes In real astate development,
redevelopment, and proparty management for hospitality, commercial,
retalf, and Industrial clients throughout the Md-Atlantic — all focused
on boosting undarserved arcas and cultivating a culture of giving badk

Vit wwwHarve yHanna com 1o get startad!

GEORGE HOBBS

Broker
Licensed in DE, PA and MD

More jobs. More community growth. Move long-term economic impact.

(c) 302.545.5263

(0) 302.654.6500

george hobbs @sothebysrealty.com
Brandywine Valley Office

5701 Kennett Pike, Wilmington, Delaware 19807

EATONEIMC T

https://www.deatonmccue.com/our-brokers/

Gary M. Betty | 62 Rockford Road Suite 10 | Wilmington, DE 19806
(302) 658-7789 | CELL (302) 598-1280 | DIRECT (302) 691-7830
garymbetty@msn.com

Gary is a member of both the CIRC and the ICSC, serving the Tri State Area
for over 37 years in all facets of Commercial/Industrial Sales and Leasing.
with an emphasis on land sales for retail, office, industrial and residential
development. If you are looking for a reliable Real Estate Agent with
experience to assist you with proper advice, resources and direction. Gary
can find you the right property. Please give him a call. He is looking forward
to serving your Real Estate Needs.
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Advertising in The British Diamond and
Sponsoring The British Car Club of Delaware

"We would like to have local businesses advertise in the “British Diamond” newsletter. Please contact Don McDonald

(mcd62218d@aol.com) for details on pricing.
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