Established 1994

T HE

BRITISH
DIAMOND

August 31st, 2023

PO Box 5317,
Wilmington, DE 19808

Website: www.bcedelaware.org

Officers
President
Terry Young
terryyoung224@me.com
Secretary

Sharon Kalinowski
sdkal@verizon.net

Treasurer/Membership
Calvin Jackson
Calvin_jackson@hotmail.com

Southern Chapter
President
Bill Tattersall
billtattersall@gmail.com

Treasurer
Jerry Hirst
jerryhirst@comcast.net

Secretary / Publicity
Mike Tyler
AH3000TriCarb@comcast.net

Yolunteers
Newsletter
Trevor Mees
TrevorMees@outlook.com

Historian
Martha Gimbel
dediva245@verizon.net

Lewes Car Show
Mike Tyler
AH3000TriCarb@comcast.net

Northern Chapter Car Show
Sharon Kalinowski
sdkal@verizon.net

‘Webmaster:
Terry Young
terryyoung224@me.com

Advertising:
Don McDonald
mecd62218d@aol.com

Cheers, Everyone!

Here we are the end of summer and the beginning of fall.
That means our September 16th, 2023 All British - All
Years Annual Fall Car & Motorcycle Show is here! Alt-
hough this show is a British Car Club if Delaware’s show,
our Northern Chapter’s car show team’s been planning and
working very hard to make our show a success. Of course,
we need folks like you to register your fine British Car to
complete that success! Two cars, if you got ‘em! I've reg-
istered the two of mine. The ones that run. The TC...
that’s another story. I'd have to carry it under my arm to
get to New Castle.... Maybe next year.

This fall also marks the busiest time of the year for anyone who likes to do a
drive “out in the country” (isn’t that a ‘70’s song title)? There are so many shows and
events this time of year it’s difficult to choose. Too, bad they are not all in Dover... Hey,
that’s a thought. Maybe | can become an Instagram Influencer and see what | can do to
get those car shows relocated. It’s a crazy thought that will never work. First. I'll have to
post more than one cat photo per year then learn how to take a photo with my flip-
phone and learn how to create a post. Maybe, | could learn TicToc and post a video of
my MG’s speeding around town. I’ll just have to find the ‘ole VHS camera. Who knows
what happened to it. | wonder if | have the right wire connectors to hook it up my flip-
phone? | do have two shoe boxes full of wires, connectors, and chargers of all kinds —
never threw them away. Then, if it works, I’d have to worry about a foreign country
ripping-off my account. Such silliness....

Aside from our September 16™, 2023 All British — All Years Annual Fall Car &
Motorcycle Show, we have a couple driving events in October. The Covered Bridge Tour
hosted the Northern Chapter’s Dave Mitchell and the annual Fall Rally hosted by the
Southern Chapter. Both events are always well attended. October is a perfect time to
drive a Little British Car in and around Delaware, Maryland, and Pennsylvania. | encour-
age all members of our club to participate. What’s a little extra driving? Speaking of,
here are a couple future drives that may be of interest.

November 24th — The Jaycee’s of Wilmington annual Christmas Parade.
December 2nd — The Lewes Chamber of Commerce’s 91% Christmas Parade.

December — The BCCD combined Northern & Southern Chapter’s Holiday Din-
ner Party at McGlynns Pub & Restaurant — Dover, 800 N State St, Dover, DE
19901.

Until next time.... Drive safely...

Terry & Georgia

Every care was taken to insure the accuracy of the contents of this newsletter. The edi-
tor(s) accept no responsibility for any effect caused by errors or emissions.




Food and Drink

IROM HILL

BREWERY & RESTAURANT

Paul's private label from Italy
Roero Arnies: Piemonte White

Barbera di Asti: Piemonte Red
Rockin’ Rose’: Nebbiolo, Barbera, Dolcetto
Rosso di Toscana Montalcino Sangiovese with a kiss of cabernet
Lambrusco di Emilia: Dry, Fizzy Red from Emilia Romagna
==Now Available in Delaware++
https://www.paulcullen.rocks/home

Ocennfrot, o the Boarsbill!

IN THE BOARDWALK PLAZA HOTEL
REHOBOTH BEACH, DE
VICTORIASRESTAUANT.COM
(800)33-BEACH




On July 26th David Glick wrote to the club:

About a year ago | offered a fictional submission to Trevor for the newsletter detailing the creation of an electric MGB. Clearly it was
one mistake after another and was meant to be humorous. Well, who would have thought, someone would do this in real life to an
Austin Healey Sprite? Electric-Conversion 1969 Austin-Healey Sprite Mk IV for sale on BaT Auctions - ending July 26 (Lot #114,641) |

Bring a Trailer

I nearly fell off of my chair reading a single statement that so closely paralleled the idea of creating an electric car without engineering
forethought and even having to provide power with a tow behind trailer portrayed in what was intended to be humorous fiction.

Good news is that it may prove to the least expensive Healey ever sold on BAT.

Hey Trevor, did you ever publish that
one? Cannot recall.

That last sentence got me thinking. | remembered receiving the article and preparing it for the British Diamond, even formatting the
pages but | couldn’t find it in any of the back copies | keep. | dug out David’s original submission. It was dated August 2022.

So, with apologies to him, you will find the full story in this edition (page 16).

Trevor



https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbringatrailer.com%2Flisting%2F1969-austin-healey-sprite-13%2F%3Futm_source%3Ddm%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3D2023-07-26&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cf0fb8c549dea47f424ef08db8de2a9d6%7C84df9e7fe9f6
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbringatrailer.com%2Flisting%2F1969-austin-healey-sprite-13%2F%3Futm_source%3Ddm%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3D2023-07-26&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cf0fb8c549dea47f424ef08db8de2a9d6%7C84df9e7fe9f6

Shows and Show Sponsors

BELLANCA

https://www.bellancamuseum.org/
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ON CHESAPEAKE BAY

of Commerce
ors Burcau, Inc.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2023

Join us for the 16th annual
St. Michaels Concours d'Elegance on Chesapeake Bay
hosted by Kent Island Yacht Club.
Mark your calendar for a day of casual elegance

senior award-winning automobiles, gourmet food,

. , British Car Club of Delaware, Inc.
refreshments and celebration on Maryland’s Eastern Shore.

For information, application and ticket sales

yisit SMCDE org ALL BRITISH - ALL YEARS
Annual Fall Car & Motorcycle Show
Celebrating 100 years of .

Saturday, September 16, 2023
OAM until 2PM

The friends of Bellanca Airfield
Route 273 &

Bhdl.,
between US route 13 & Old New
Castle, DE 19720

Free admission te the Public

$26.00 Pre-Registered by Sept 16,
2023 - $36.00 day of
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Printing Courtesy of the UPS store 1391, 4023 Kennett Pike, Greenville,



The British Car Club of Delaware
Southern Chapter
presents

Fall 2023 Road Rallye/Poker Run
The Ghoulish Side
of Sussex County

When:

Where:

Sunday, October 22, 2023

Coffee and snacks starting at 9:30 AM

Route instructions at 10:15

First car off at 10:30 sharp

Start is at Stonewater Creek Clubhouse, 24825
Shoreline Drive, Millsboro DE

Rallye route ends at Ocean View Brewing
Company, 85 Atlantic Avenue, Ocean View DE




Community and Services

The UPS Store @

NOTARY SERVICES FAX SERVICES
4023 Kennett Pike store1391@theupsstore.com
Wilmington, DE theupsstorelocal.com/1391

(302) 429-9780
Copyright © 2017 The UPS Store, Inc. MS410_15880317
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53rd Swigart Museum Meet - August 5, 2023

By Trevor Mees

Geoff and Marian Siundstrom, Betty Burleigh and | took a train trip to Huntingdon, PA to
take in this event. Geoff and Marian have been friends with the owner, Pat Swigart whose
late husband founded the museum, and board member Dave Kontor for many years but
have not been to the museum before.

The museum’s mission is “Collection, Preservation and Celebration of the American Auto-
mobile” and, as such, British cars are scarce. If you count a DelLorean as British they have
one, otherwise a model Rolls Royce was it.

However it is well worth a visit,
especially as they have not one,
but two Tuckers - the original Tin
Goose prototype and #13.

As a bonus we met John Tucker, Preston’s grandson,
who regaled us with interesting anecdotes including
the fate of the 4 Tuckers that have not survived (51
were built, 47 are still in existence).

The Car Meet was well attended but, alas, no Brits. Quite a mix with cars from the early days right up to a Cor-
vette C8. A few hot rods and some pretty cool paint jobs.




AT ANCHOR... IT’S EASY!

AnchorBulckGMC.com
Rt. 40 at MD-DE State Line in Elkton

Automotive

1938 Mercedes 540K
Owner: Bob Jepsen, Savannah, GA
Winner of the following prestigious awards

BEST of SHOW BEST in CLASS PEOPLE'S CHOICE
2019 2019 2019
f * 'a‘.
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DRIVING PASSION
FOR EXCELLENCE

Glen Rock, PA = 800.766.0035
alprueittandsons.com

OUR MOKE

LOCATIONS

MILLSBORO
PITTSVILLE
WILMINGTON
LEWES

PRESTON
POWERSPORTS

PRESTONMOKEAMERICA.COM



Remedying a Bad Brake Experience (...at multiple levels)

David Glick

For those of you knowledgeable about E-Type and XIS rear ends and rear brakes, the novelty of inboard brakes soon fades. Changing
pads is easy, you do not even have to remove the wheels/tires. Replacing or rebuilding rear calipers not so. There are only two options,
drop the entire rear end, or work in really tight spaces (pictures are not of my own car). Just for the record, the calipers are attached to
the differential, and the metal frame is installed over the differential, when it comes to normal assembly that is.

Well, since the parking brakes on my E-Type froze, | thought | would attempt the impossible and remove the calipers The parking brake
mechanism is bolted to the caliper and it turns out cannot be removed while still in the rear cage, unless disassembled from the calipers,
and extracted separately. Further complicating the job, wait until you see how difficult it is to get out the two bolts securing each of the
calipers.

As some of you may recall | have written in the past about how much of a mistake it was to rely upon soda blasting to remove the paint
when my E-type was repainted in 2010. Since the mechanicals including the brakes, were done before paint, | never thought about
them after. Turns out the baking soda is extremely corrosive and the rear brakes in general did nor fare well, which likely led to the
parking brakes freezing to begin with. The insides were full of caked soda blasting material. The brake pads were even frozen in the
calipers and had to literally be removed with extreme force. Since they had to come out just to get to the parking brakes, thought it best
to rebuild them completely once again. On inspection, stainless pistons previ-
ously installed were great. All the rubber components were shot. It seemed
the rubber boots welded the pads in place acting liked a rubberized glue.

Cleaned and blasted the calipers, rebuilt each half, and reassembled them
(these are mine). Given two additional issues, like how difficult it was to get
the input line to stop leaking in one of the calipers in the past, and the fact the
swapping the bleed and lines sides of the caliper made sense for access for
bleeding, | did that. Fabricated new fixed lines to the calipers anyway, so that
was quite easy, at least in theory.




Once everything was reinstalled, not a simple task, | was all set to bleed the system. Bad news, the one bleeder valve | was worried
about to begin with would not seal and leaked like a sieve, | even tried different bleeder valves without success. Faced with having to
remove the entire brake mechanism once again, | was not happy. Looking back, | would say that it seemed the threads were well worn
from having lines overtightened (will cover that in a moment). About ready to give up, | remembered something | purchased to make life
easier for my current E-Type project, Fosseway remote bleed lines. Removed the leaky bleeder valve and installed the Fosseway banjo
bolt fitting, attached the line and the leaking stopped. The banjo bolts are longer and attached to lower intact threats in the caliper. Only
have side of the remote bleeder lines installed at the moment. Will get to the other shortly.

Dave Maule has been addressing brake

problems on his Austin Healey 100 recent- |,
ly. After rebuilding his front calipers while
he was reinstalling the lines, | noticed the

fittings on the short lines that connect the

flex hose to the caliper did not look great. The ends of the line fitting were flared and split. That is

clearly a result of overnighting, which often occurs when attempting to reuse bubble fitting ends on
brake lines. 1 would near guarantee that was how the threads became compromised by similar
overtightening on my E-type (crediting the 4 prior owners and shops that worked on the E-type
previously). We fabricated an entire new short line for Dave’s Healey. The following week when he

found the rear brakes and seals needed addressing as well, we noticed one of the rear brake lines
suffered the same problem. So, we fabricated a new line for the rear as well. The moral of the sto-
is do not overtighten brake line fittings, and lines and when fittings have been reused a couple of
times, it may be necessary to fabricate a new line, or at least make a new fresh bubble or flare con-
nection.

Lastly, yes, | did use speed bleeders. They fit the remote lines as well as the calipers quite well.
Well at least | proved that E-Type parking brakes can be removed and refit without removing the
entire rear suspension completely, though | have a few recommendations that might help there as
well.

Here is hoping we all stop safely!
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British Car Club of Delaware, Inc Visit Alderman’s Automotive Machine
June 24, 2023, New Castle DE

Members of the British Car Club of Delaware, Inc., participated in Part Two of the Alderman’s Automo-
tive Machine shop. Thanks to Joy and Brien Read, for making the arrangements beginning with lunch (the most
important event of the day) at the Legend.

Our hosts, George, who welcomed our club members and Paul, who demonstrated the shop’s sophisticat-
ed head and engine block grinding equipment that bring an engine to “Blue Print” specifications.

Paul’s explanations were thorough coupled with a instructional demos that made us realize immediately
that engine work is highly technical and not for the faint of heart. We won’t try this at home!

We all appreciated Paul, who took the time to show us the intricacies of engine rebuild and his patient ex-
planations of many questions.

Touring Alderman’s is a visit through time starting with George’s automotive racing history and the experience
gained by building great engines then bringing that invaluable experience forward. Paul and George have our
undying gratitude.

We welcomed new BCCD members Andrew Gold and Michael Pollack who joined us for the tour.
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Automotive

RUDY'S

Independent
Diagnostic & Mechanical
Service Specialist

17475 Nassau Commons Blvd.
Lewes, DE 19958
302-645-6410

http://rudyseurocars.com/location.html

Protect your classic with insurance created specifically for collector
cars. Grundy combines the strongest insurance companies with our
Agreed Value coverage which protects 100% of the value of your car.
Plus, there is no deductible*, you get unlimited mileage, low costs, and
much more. Call us at 888-647-8639 or visit us at www.grundy.com and
see why Grundy Insurance is the classic choice to protect classic cars!

&SURANCE

WWW.GRUNDY.COM
1-888-647-8639

*No deductible in most states. ©2017 The James A. Grundy Agency Inc. Al Rights Reseved.

We Repair All Make Cars

* Insurance Work

* Foreign & Domestic Car
Work

» Corvette & Fiberglass

* Heavy Duty Truck Repair

« Towing Service

Phone: (302) 762-0100
FAX: (302) 762-6312

Wilmington, DE 19802

2510 Northeast Blvd. (Co
Body Repair Since 1964

" PROUDLY SERVING
DeLawsanpe W
Mamniano B

Vircite Wl

MNew Jersey B
Mew Yorx H
PEMMSYLvANEA T

800.852.9700
BATTERIES » STARTERS « ALTERNATOR

FOR EVERYTHING!

Cell Phone: Hearing Aid RV

- - - -
= Alarm = CoinCell = Induestrial Eguipment = Security

= Alkaline = Cordless Phone = DetSki = Sealedlead Acid
= ATV = Doorlock = Laptop = Snowmohile

= Botomotive =  Emergency Licht = Lo Mower = Twe-Way Radio
= Barcode Scanner = Farm Equipment = Lithium Powersport = UPs

= Battery Packs =  Floor Sweeper) =  Motor Scooter = Lility Vehicle

= Button Cell = Forklift = Motoroycle = WapeMod

= Calculator =  Garden = MP3 = Video Camera

= Camera& Camcorder =  Golf Cart = Power Tools = Warch

= Comstruction = GPS = Power Wheek = Wheelchair

CUSTOM MADE WIRE & CABLE

WE KICK. SOME AMPS! | WWW. TRISTATEBATTERY.COM

mplere Auto & Truck

WWW.NortheastBodyShop.Com
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Mystery Car

In 1958 the Standard Vanguard Vignale was introduced at the British Motor
Show. In the early 1960’s you would have seen me travelling in one since it was
our family car, just like the one in the picture.

It was propelled by a wet sleeved two litre inline four (same engine as in a Tri-
umph) through a 4 speed manual box. | remember helping my dad change one
of the cylinder sleeves, working in the road outside our house.

The Motor magazine tested one and achieved a top speed of 82.8 mph, 0-60
took 20.8 seconds and mpg was 28 (UK) or 23.3 (US).

It cost a princely £1147, including tax (£383)

Here’s one from the seventies:

Drop me an email to
trevormees@outlook.com

if you know what it is.

George Alderman receiving a sponsorship
appreciation plaque from Terry Young, club
president. Alderman Automotive has been a
long time sponsor of the club.

“Here’s the photo the presentation of your
Sponsorship Appreciation Plaque!

Your advertising money is much appreciated
and goes along way to help our British Car
Club of Delaware, Inc., be successful.
Thanks!

Terry”

Cool huh?
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A LOCAL PURVEYOR. OF FINELY CRAFTED MEAD,
FRUIT WINES AND CIDER.

OLD WORLD TRADITION WITH A MODERN
TWIST, MADE WITH PRIDE AND HONOR..

28615 LEWES GEORGETOWN HIGHWAY,
MILTON, DE 19968
(302) 664-1188
HTTPS://BRIMMINCHORNMEADERY.COM

Food and Drink

24 Rehoboth Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, Delaware 19971
302-226-1044
https: / /www.gofishrehoboth.com

EER PARK

TAVERN

D

‘ﬁRﬁ%mmg Raven

cantwells-tavern.com theroamingraven.com

B

gEbrit! EE=E
fish + chips e iimdim,

rZ 11 N\J&

Chick-fil-A Elkton
1100 E Pulaski Hwy, Elkton, MD 21921
410-392-9494
Hours: Mon - Sat 6:30 AM - 10 PM Closed on Sunday
Harry Marcus-Owner/Operator

https://www.cfarestaurant.com/elkton




Food and Drink

2 We salute the great British car marques like \' Rs
- Aston Martin, Bentley, Daimler, Jaguar, Lagonda, it
| " Land Rover, Lotus, McLaren, Mini. Morgan and Rolls Royce. 0

* . After a spin in your favorite ride, stop by Buckley’s Tavern' ; m
i« for some delicious food and a pint of your favorite brew!

1203 North Lincoln Street, Wilmington, DE 19806

Goober's Diner - Trolley Square, Wilmington, DE (goobersdiner-

de.com

LUNCH & DINNER 7 DAYS

5812 Kennett Pike
Reservations: 302-656-9776 [
buckleystaverncom

Established in Downtown Wilmington,

Deerhead Hot Dogs has been a Wilmington area tradition since
eginning with our Secret Sauce. https://www.dhhotdogs.

1233 Churchmans Rd.,
33 Center Pointe Plaza
Newark, DE 19713
WE DELIVER 302-266-9333
e WITH— https://www.dhhotdogs.com

DOORDASH 620 S. Maryland Ave.,
Wilmington DE 19804
ORDER NOW » (302) 998-4191
https://www.dhhotdogs.com
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Electric MGB Conversion

By R Goldberg llI

Inspired by a request for newsletter articles including converting little British sports cars to electric, | thought why
not? Coming from a long line of inventors, | figured | can do this. Starting with a couple of small requirements in-
fluenced by several factors. There are no charging stations anywhere close to my home. The closest is a Wawa sta-
tion 32 miles away. When the electric heat or the AC comes on in my old house, the lights dim a bit, suggesting
capacity might be limited. Did | mention power goes out in every severe storm, sometimes for days? Range anxiety
could be a problem here, as at best | would be hoping for 60-80 miles on a charge, half of which is required to
make it to Wawa.

So, here was the idea, how about using gas to power a generator that can then power the car. GM seems to have
leveraged the idea. What can go wrong? So, after picking up what was an MGB parts car, cutting off the back and
fabricating a trailer, installed engine mounts and bracket for the generator. Tight fit, but it was in, mounting it side-
ways like a Mini. Soon realized there was not enough room for the fuel tank, but then again there was already one
sitting in my MBG, | just needed to run the fuel line back to trailer. Sort of looks similar to the fuel line for my boat.
Besides, have to run high tension leads to back to the electric motor and storage batteries from the trailer back to
the car. With the desire to start the newly mounted engine, | then realized | forgot that | needed power to run
from the battery back to the starter and a wire to fire the solenoid. The fabricated exhaust manifold had to be re-
thought as well. Third try was a charm. Engine started; generator output verified. Only issue then was how to rev
the engine to higher RPMs, without an accelerator cable. Will come back to that later.

After making friends with a local machine shop owner. |think that is because he was able to purchase a new boat
for what it cost me to create an adapter mounting plate to connect the electric motor to the transmission, after all,
even though the used Chevy Volt electric motor would not require gearing, | still like to shift and maybe the motor
could run at a lower speed and use less current. There was enough room under the hood to mount two Lithium
battery packs for storage and address output capacity issues with the generator set up. With the inverter/
controller getting rather hot, | figured we still had the radiator so we can rely upon liquid cooling under the hood.
Then realized | forgot the radiator for the engine in the trailer. A trip to the junk yard yielded a radiator from an
old Honda CRX along with a rather compact electric cooling fan. Problem solved. While there | secured a “fly by
wire” gas pedal switch from a BMW, along with the actuator from the throttle. Turns out that was the answer to
the remotely operating the engine in the trailer as well, so just added a switch to where the choke cable had been
on the dash. While running the extra wire, back to the trailer decided to get the tachometer working as well by
connecting yet another wire back to the tailer. Besides it was a good idea to see what the engine was doing well

behind where | was sitting.

With the assistance of my neighbor who followed with a tow strap, we took the electric MGB out for its maiden
voyage. Figured that would be a great way to test the range on battery power alone. We made it all the way to
the old Conley barn, which while looked to be a pretty good distance if you had to walk, was 2.3 miles. Was | wor-
ried, of course not, as the generator will provide the needed power for greater distances?

16



Well, time for the maiden voyage of everything connected. At first, | thought my wife was bringing out the bottle
of champagne to christen the MGB, but it turns out | may have been driving her to drink with my project. Clearly
the champagne was for her to celebrate not having the kitchen table occupied by my car parts and drawings. Off |
went far past the Conley barn and made it all the way to Bethany Beach. Do we tempt fate and head back to home
(12.8 miles) or do | go further? Well, since being on a roll (literally) went on to Fenwick and then Ocean City. By
the time | made it home the odometer showed 42.4 miles, and still had more than a half tank of gas. Good thing
we did not have to stop at Wawa, since it turns out they can only charge Teslas.

My neighbor, who was riding in the passenger seat with his cell phone charged and AAA on speed dial, was gra-
cious enough to ask if | remembered to connect the trailer brake and turn signal lights. Oops, forgot about that
one. We relied upon hand signals for the rest of our journey. | think most onlookers thought we were waving at
them.

Overall, the task seemed to be a success. | built an electric MGB that can function off the grid, technically can help
power my home in the case of a power outage and spent just slightly less then a new Tesla. Now onto building a
new garage deep enough to house the MGB/engine trailer, and possibly with a room above in the event my wife
remains upset with my project.

i T S SRR
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CLOVERLEAF AVUTO Automotive
SEBV’ICE, ANC

e A
2207 Penn‘syIVeanla A enue

- -

- —al e"i'h’ PA 19355 °

> i %

p |rs—-& Restoratlon
" 610-647-5954

hrp) n@@W@@@-nunﬁfct

Exc-:-ellence thr@u@h service sinece 1975

Auto Body Specialist

{ and Collision Repair

EDWARD J HENRY & SONS in Wilmington DE
AUTO BODY

- Est. 1943 -

SSESCESE0E S || sonsAutoBody T
WIRE WHEEL Zach Dillard, Owner http://www.henryautobody.com
Tire and Wheel Sales and Service
Wire Wheel Truing and Balancing

www.hendrixwirewheel.com

N 0}4’ 'HIW’);“” S T vwb Uﬁ.u _ 1r‘1«£*tu“
We amagreatmoioefornewand used Chevy
vehicles near Middletown, Wilmington, &
surrounding cities in Cecil County.

2 AUTOMOTIVE BLVD Rt. 40 at the MD-DE
Line ELKTON MD 21921-6375
Sales (443) 406-1065 - Service (443) 406-1059

https://www.williamschev.com/
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1911 Albion A3 Wagonette 16HP

Sandra and Rob Fulton

(Sandra and Rob are not (yet) club members but | was put in touch with Sandra through a friend of mine. She provided this description
of a car she and her husband own. Ed.)

“‘Rob’s grandfather was N. O. Fulton (Norman Osborne Fulton); Rob’s father, Hugh Wilson Fulton, was
Managing Director until Albion was bought out by Leyland.

Not much has been done to the vehicle since import — Rob is now working on fabricating the correct
seat.”

Vehicle as imported. Restoration
done by Rob’s cousin in South Afri-
ca. Front seat is not a bench seat
plus body work contains fiber glass.
Metal chassis etc. was discovered in
a field in Tasmania we believe.

“‘&&&%ﬁ e

WILDWOOD Ny -

What we would like to restore to. This is from
an original glass slide showing correct body
work. Body work should be wood

16. HF ALBION.
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History of Albion
Sandra and Rob Fulton

Originally known as Albion Motor Car Company, the company was founded in 1899 by Thomas Blackwood
Murray and Norman Osborne Fulton — Robert’s Grandfather - (both of whom had previously been involved in
Arrol-Johnston). Murray's father, John Lamb Murray mortgaged the Heavyside estate,

Biggar, to provide the initial capital."! They were joined a couple of years later by John F  cung®

Henderson who provided additional capital. The factory was originally on the first floor of & . =~

a building in Finnieston Street, Glasgow and had only seven employees. SALL

In 1900 they built their first motor car, a rustic-looking dogcart made of varnished wood
and powered by a flat-twin 8hp engine with gear-change by "Patent Combination Clutch-
es" and solid tyres.

In 1903 the company moved to new premises in Scotstoun and introduced a 12hp 2610cc,
and in 1904 a 16hp 3141cc vertical-twin was introduced, followed in 1906 by a 24 hp four. One of the special-
ities the company offered was solid-tired shooting-brakes. The last private Albions were powered by a 15 hp
monobloc four of 2510cc.

Although the manufacture of motor cars was the main industry in the first ten years of its existence, it was de-
cided in 1909 to concentrate on the production of commercial vehicles. During World War 1 they built for the
War Office large quantities of 3 ton trucks powered by a 32 hp engine using chain drive to the rear wheels. Af-
ter the war many of these were converted for use as charabancs.

Passenger car production ceased in 1915 but in 1920 the company announced that estate cars were available
again based on a small bus chassis, it is not known if any were actually made.

The Albion Motor Car Company was renamed Albion Motors in 1930.

During World War II, Albion Motors manufactured Enfield No 2 Mk I* revolvers to aid the war effort. By
1945, 24,0002! Enfield No 2 Mk I* revolvers were produced by Albion (and subsequently, Coventry Gauge &
Tool Co.)

Trucks and buses (single and double deckers) were manufactured in the Scotstoun works until 1980 (1972 for
complete vehicles). The buses were exported to Asia, East Africa, Australia, India and South Africa. Almost
all Albion buses were given names beginning with "V", these models being the Victor, Valiant, Viking, Val-
kyrie, and Venturer.

In 1951, Leyland Motors took over Albion Motors. After the British Leyland Motor Corporation was founded
in 1968, production continued with the Albion Chieftain, Clydesdale & Reiver trucks and the Albion Viking
bus models. Production of these was then moved to the Leyland plant at Bathgate in 1980. In 1969, the compa-
ny took over the neighbouring Coventry Ordnance Works on South Street, which it continues to operate from.

A complete change of profile went on in 1980. Since then, only automotive components, such as rear axles,
have been produced.

Leyland dropped the Albion name when the company name was changed to Leyland (Glasgow) and later to
Leyland-DAF from 1987 when it became a subsidiary of that Dutch concern.

A management buy-out in 1993 brought Albion Automotive as it was thenceforth known back into Scottish
ownership. A new owner, the American Axle & Manufacturing Company (AAM) of Detroit, Michigan, took
over Albion in 1998.
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ALTOMOTIVE MALHIVE

Professional Automative Ma diive Shop

BLOCK BLUEPRINTING AVAILABLE!

on owr RMC V20 CNC Blods Machining Center
BUILD YOUR ENGINE TO THE FACTORY BLUEPRINT!

Cylinder Blocks Honed on our NEW
Rottler HPTA Predsion Cylinder Hone
(finder Head Rebvilding, Cran kshaft Grinding,
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ALL ENGINE MACHINING DONE IN-HOUSE USING STATE OF THE ART EQUIPMENT

ALL ASPECTS OF ENGINE WORK - FROM FLYWHEELS T0 REBUIL DS!
OVER 40 YEARS OF EXPERIENLCE
BUILDING ENGINES

2317 N DUPONT HWY - NEW CASTLE, DE
302.652.3733 - WWW.ALDERMANMACHINE.COM

COVENTRY MOTOR WORKS

repair and vestoration of fine British motor cars

410-253-8519
4234 Lovers Lane Trappe, Maryland 21673
https: //www.coventrymotorworks.com
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Differential — Drivetrain
. Chassis— Frame Repair
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UNION PARK JAGUAR

ROB SHIPLEY
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Union Park
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Unton Park Jaguar | 1900 Pennsylvania Avenue | Wilmington, DE 19806 | UnlonParklaguar.com
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Automotive

K&l VINTAGE

SPORTS CARS uc

Bethlehem, Pa.

Ken Beck, Owner
www ktvintagecars.com 484-281-808g

LAND ROVER WILMINGTON

4310 Kirkwood Highway
Wilmington, DE 19808
(302) 992-9400

LandRoverWilmington.com

Proudly Serving Philadelphia
For Over 100 years.

Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Philadelphia

EC. KERBECK

RS & o7

Routa 73, Palmyra, NJ = www kerbackcars.com # 1-800-KERBECK

Bentiey Palmyra N.J.
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GEORGE HOBBS

Broker
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(c) 302.545.5263

(0) 302.654.6500

george hobbs @sothebysrealty.com
Brandywine Valley Office

5701 Kennett Pike, Wilmington, Delaware 19807
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Gary M. Betty | 62 Rockford Road Suite 10 | Wilmington, DE 19806
(302) 658-7789 | CELL (302) 598-1280 | DIRECT (302) 691-7830
garymbetty@msn.com

Gary is a member of both the CIRC and the ICSC, serving the Tri State Area
for over 37 years in all facets of Commercial/Industrial Sales and Leasing.
with an emphasis on land sales for retail, office, industrial and residential
development. If you are looking for a reliable Real Estate Agent with
experience to assist you with proper advice, resources and direction. Gary
can find you the right property. Please give him a call. He is looking forward
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Advertising in The British Diamond and
Sponsoring The British Car Club of Delaware

"We would like to have local businesses advertise in the “British Diamond” newsletter. Please contact Don McDonald

(mcd62218d@aol.com) for details on pricing.

Current Sponsors:

Paul & George Alderman

Harry Marcus

Charles A. Allen, Jr.

Frank McMahon

Ken Beck

Luke Phipps

Gary M Betty

David Prueitt

Alison Blyth

Christopher Riofski

Charles Burton

Ken Rudy

Anthony & Paul Campanella

The Scala Family

Paul Cullen

Tim Southerst

Chris Cuthbert

Ralph Steinberg

Andrea Stock

Coley DuPont

Jon Talkington

Josh & Jim Grundy

Sandy Thomson

Thomas (Thom) E. Harvey llI

Jim Ursomarso

Allen Hendrix

JR Walker

George Hobbs

Ludie & Eben Warner

Charlie Kerbeck

Frank Williams

Frank Kerbeck

Tom Williams

Vance Kershner

Peter Wolff

Jennifer Zerby

Brandywine Motor Sport Club

Chesapeake Bay Motoring Festival

Kent Island Yacht Club
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