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President’s Message:

We’re off to a terrific “British Car Club of Delaware” season. I dare say, we’re back to normal! April has been a
very busy month for club events. First, we had a well-attended drive-outing around White Clay Park followed
by a - standing room only - technical session at my house. We’ll keep it going with another motoring excursion
“Two Bridge” tour on April 21, 2024. We also fit in a “Cars & Coffee” and let’s not forget our regular meetings.
If that’s not busy enough, the combined Lewes Chamber of Commerce & British Car Club of Delaware’s 28th
Annual “The British Are Coming Again” Motorcar Show is ready to go on May 3rd & 4th held at the Cape-
Lewes Ferry Terminal at Lewes, DE. I’'m struggling to catch my breath! I dare say, there will be more Car Club
activities as we zoom into the summer months. Let’s talk a bit about our social media activities such as The
British Diamond newsletter, our BCCD website and Facebook.

>

You’ve heard it before. “Please submit your article about...” something suitable for publication in our bi-
monthly newsletter The British Diamond, an appeal repeated by Trevor Mees, our dedicated editor, many times.
He usually goes on to say. “Please submit something about your British car, a maintenance procedure, or some-
thing that would be of interest of a British car owner.” You’ll see the deadline listed on the northern agenda
and announced during our chapter meetings - every month! As for our http://BCCDelaware.org website same
thing goes.

The website is our “on-going” communicator for our car club. It’s basically, “what we’ve done and what we’re
going to do.” Additionally, our website has a much further reach than just our club. It will go to anyone who
searches to WWW for British car organizations. Here’s bit of history.

We’ve maintained a BCCD website for quite some time. Alas, the webmaster from not that long ago, Linda
Parrish, did a great job until she no longer had the time. She handed off to Geoff Sundstrom who set up the basic
structure as you see it today. When Geoff had to give it up, he handed off to me. Now enter our new webmas-
ter, Bob Wall who has amiably agreed to keep ‘er going. What changed is he’ll keep it up to date! To that end,
please send all web submissions to Bob - anything from a scheduling change, an an event submission, to some-
thing you think worthy to pass on; it’s easy enough. With all that said, the discussion brings me to Facebook.

Our Facebook page has become one the quickest way our club members are able to keep up on the latest BCCD
news, additionally it is a pretty cool way to post a British car joke or two lor comment to a previous post. Face-
book has features to announce up-coming events, post forms or documents for all to access. An example Is the
Lewes Motorcar show arriving in a week or so. The announcement stays on the top as the first post you see.
There is one feature than be a bit frustrating. Joining BCCD page and being welcomed as a new member is not
necessarily membership in the British Car Club of Delaware. For membership you must fill out an application.
Once our membership manager (Calvin Jackson) processes your application he will add you to the email list that
reaches all BCCD members. That makes certain you won’t miss an event.

Georgia and I are looking forward to the Lewes Motorcar Show, seeing the beautiful British cars and chatting
with owners we’ve come to know through the years. It will be a memorable car show kick-off event. My fingers
are crossed the wind coming off the bay will be warm at 5 knots.

See everyone soon!

Terry & Georgia

Every care was taken to insure the accuracy of the contents of this newsletter. The edi-
tor(s) accept no responsibility for any effect caused by errors or emissions.



http://BCCDelaware.org

AT ANCHOR... IT’S EASY!

AnchorBulckGMC.com
Rt. 40 at MD-DE State Line in Elkton

Automotive

1938 Mercedes 540K
Owner: Bob Jepsen, Savannah, GA
Winner of the following prestigious awards
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Tech Session at Terry Young’s Home

April 6th

“Sixteen BCCD members from both North & South Chapters spent a good part of the day Saturday 4/6 at “Terry’s Garage”
in Dover DE. Enormous quantities of car talk, coffee, donuts, & Hoagies were consumed, along with 3 British cars received

expert attention, including an MGB LED headlight conversion, progress on MGTC wiring harness installation, and Jaguar
maintenance™ - Bob Wall




Food and Drink

IROM HILL

BREWERY & RESTAURANT

PAUL CULL=N YWINES

FROM BAD COMPANY TO WINE COMPANY

Prosecco d’ Treviso: The Roadie %

Lambrusco d' Emilia: Fizzy Red e L“'f“ |
Roero Arnies: “Little Rascal” S
Rockin’ Rosso: Nebbiolo (Barolo
grape) Cabernet Sauvignon
Rockin Rose’: Nebbiolo Barbera $§
Barbera d’ Asti: Refreshing Réd ==
Moscato d’ Asti: Perfectly Sweet

From Private Chef, Sommelier,
Guitarist and former Bad Company
bassist, Paul Cullen

BUY LOCAL or ONLINE
www.paulcullenwines.com

Ocennfrot, o the Boarsbill!

IN THE BOARDWALK PLAZA HOTEL
REHOBOTH BEACH, DE
VICTORIASRESTAUANT.COM
(800)33-BEACH




Drive White Clay Creek

A cool, sunny day didn’t stop BCCD Members from a 35 mile backroads drive through
‘ Delaware, Maryland, and Pennsylvanla ending at Smlley s Diner for a well- earned meal'




Shows and Show Sponsors
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29th Annual

“British are Coming...Again” Car Show
THIS TIME, WE INVITED THEM!

Lewes Ferry Terminal
May 4, 2024 - 11AM - 3PM

May 5, 2024 Rain Date
1 No spectator entry after 2PM » $5 at the Gate
MOTORING FESTIVAL |

CONCLUDING WITH THE WINNERS’ CIRCLE PARADE
FROM THETERMINAL TO DOWNTOWN LEWES
SATURDAY & SUNDAY

JUNE 8 & 9 2024 Merchants’ Spring Sidewalk Sales « May 3 - 5, 10AM — 5PM

Join us before, after and during the car show!
Join us for two days of camaraderie
and motoring excelfence.
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The Original British Car Day (OBCD)

46" Annual Meet Sunday, June 2, 2024
Lilypons Water Gardens ~ Adamstown, Maryland

The Chesapeake Chapter of the New England MG “T” Register is returning to Lilypons Water Gardens for the Original British
Car Day (OBCD). This annual gathering is held for the enjoyment of all British car and motorcycle enthusiasts.

Our event will be held from 8:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. at the beautiful grounds of the Lilypons Water Gardens. Come and enjoy
this gathering of all British marques in one setting. You can bring your leashed pet and picnic lunch or partake of the food and
drink offered by various food vendors.

We are looking forward to participation of all British marques. The Triumph Spitfire will be the Featured Marque this year.

Whether you are displaying your car, or just coming to enjoy the event, the drive is beautiful no matter where you are coming
from. You can follow the directions on the Lilypons website www.lilypons.com. Lilypons Water Garden is located at 6800 Lily
Pons Road in Adamstown, MD 21710.

The contact person for OBCD is Shaun English who can be reached at 703-229-3317 or by email at spenglish@aol.com. For in-
formation on registration and car classifications please visit our website https://mgtchesapeake.com/ .

Adding LED Headlights to my 1980 MGB
By Richard Speck, owner of “Bertie”, a 1980 MGB

At the recent tech gathering at Terry Young’s home in Dover, | had asked for help installing new LED headlights. | had bought
the parts but was reluctant to tackle this alone. David Glick volunteered to guide me through the process. We began after lunch. Da-
vid wound up doing most of the work on this with me and others assisting where we could. First was popping off the retaining rings
around the lens on each side. A blunt plastic stick didn’t work and David substituted a screwdriver covered in a cloth to keep from
scratching the paint.

There are three screws that hold the lens in place along with the aiming screws. Beware taking off the wrong screw! With
the screws removed, the lens was attached only by its harness. Removing the plugs into the old lens and each was put into a box
where the new lens had been. The new lens was flatter than the curved older lens, but | wanted functional lighting and didn’t care
about the aesthetics.

The LED bulbs were inserted into the lens and David was careful to put the bulb in so that the high beam was on top. The LED
bulbs are plugged into the wiring harness directly. There is a rubber cup that covers the bulb to keep water away from the bulb. I left
one home and had to remove one lens to correct my mistake.

The hard part was connecting the wiring harness to the existing wiring and making sure there were good connections for both
low and high beams. David discovered that the original connectors were not good enough. He carried with him in the trunk of his
Jaguar a small array of possibly needed parts and quickly replaced the connectors and all worked.

The last thing he did was ground the new harness to the metal frame. The screw was so old, it broke off and he wrestled the
old part out of its hole. Replacing it with a screw from Terry’s supply, that then was fixed. The last thing was connecting the power
line to the bottom of the car under the starter. He put the car on a lift to allow him to see where to attach the power wire. He noticed
that | had a lot of oil underneath, so | may need to investigate if | have a leak.

Once this was done, we checked that the lights turned on and off and the beams were proper for low and high function. Da-
vid emerged greasy but satisfied that this little British car would have good lighting when driving at night. | am looking for an excuse to
take it out and see what it looks like in the dark. Thank you to all who helped and especially David Glick, mechanic extraordinaire!
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Community and Services

The UPS Store @

MOVING SUPPLIES NOTARY SERVICES

4023 Kennett Pike store1391@theupsstore.com
Wilmington, DE theupsstorelocal.com/1391

(302) 429-9780
Copyright © 2017 The UPS Store, Inc. MS410_15880317
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Two-Bridges Tour
April 21, 2024

By Terry Young

The British Car Club of Delaware’s Two-Bridges driving tour began at Mike Salino’s house, the organizer,
in Newark Delaware. We began with the necessary fuel for our — “any” - convoy - coffee and donuts — to be ready
to drive around 11:30ish.

Sundays are always good for a drive; fewer cars usually in no hurry to get anywhere. Today would be no
different; ideal weather, about 50 deg and overcast. Not nec-
essarily top-down weather except for the hard-core car owners
o with British roots, who did the whole day “in the breeze™!
Brian and Joy are you listening? Not to forget “no side cur-
tains” Steve and Anslie, who decided to brave the rushing
wind, were waiting at the pick-up point.

Anticipating Mike’s call to “Start Your Engines” we grabbed
the last bits of donuts and refreshed our coffee; we were on
our way! The eight cars executed a right turn on Ruthar
Drive then maneuvered to route 273 we paused for a minute to
J make sure we made it, then away we were off for the 90-
minute drive to Crabby Dicks in Delaware City.

Our tour was uneventful except for Alan’s Lotus quick fix and
Lee & Mike Salino an emergency restroom stop at a Wawa in Middletown, for a
couple older-distinguished drivers. Remarkably our proces-
sion stayed together with only an occasional motorist butting into our perfect motorcade.

Making the final turn from Route 9 into Delaware City, we could see the distant, Crabby Dicks, at the end
of Clinton St. and more importantly we could almost taste our
awaiting lunch! As lunch concluded, Don impromptu speech
spoke for all of us when he thanked Mike and Lee for a well
thought out route and acknowledged everyone’s participation.
With that our leftovers boxed, and goodbyes said, we made our
way to our cars to head home.

Our participants were:

Mike & Lee, Jaguar XK;

Alan & Fiona, Lotus Elan;
Brian & Joy, Triumph TR6;
Steve & Anslie, Triumph TR3A;

Bob & Carol, Jensen Interceptor;
Calvin & Steve, MG Midget
Terry & Georgia, Jaguar XKS8.

Our non-British-car drivers Sharon, Jim, Don, & Bob.




Automotive

WE WILL RESTORE, SERVICE, REPAIR &
>/ MAINTAIN YOUR VINTAGE AUTOMOBILE TO
Hf_/ THE HIGHEST INDUSTRY STANDARDS WHILE GIVING
| YOU THE INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION YOU DESERVE.
At Gatsby Autoworx, we pride ourselves on exceptional
quality. From the initial concept to the final product, we
provide a full-service concierge for antique auto restorations
We also fabricate and manufacture rare antique auto parts
using the latest technology \
OUR ATTENTION TO DETAIL IS SECOND TO NONE. f}

In an ever evolving industry, Gatsby Autoworx has set )
the bar for innovation and customer satisfaction AR

(336) 516-7009 » GATSBYAU

4764 Cobb Road, Libe




My First LBC

Mike Salino

| wasn’t always a car guy.

When | was 16, | convinced my parents that a 50 cc Hercules moped (top speed maybe 30mph) would be just as safe as
my pedal bike and yes of course | would wear a helmet.

From there it was a fairly easy step to a BSA Bantam (125cc 2 stroke — 55mph) and then on to a BSA 250 C11G (11 bhp
and close to 70 mph).

| guess they saw the pictures of Triumph Bonnevilles, BSA Gold Stars and the like on my bedroom walls so when | came
back from an extended 5 week training course they presented me with my first car. My dad (serious car guy), and | had
looked at it before | went away and so he brought it home and put in our garage has a welcome home surprise. | recall |
had to agree to a payment plan as well as agreeing to give up the
bikes forever.

If you’re not familiar the car was (maybe still is) a Berkeley
SA328E. In the late 1950s in Britain when this car was conceived,
petrol was (as now) really expensive so microcars mostly powered
by motor cycle engines were all the rage. Unlike most of their

peers, Berkeleys were seriously cool albeit also a little quirky.

Power was provided by a 328cc Excelsior Talisman motor cycle engine producing all of 18 bhp. The 4 speed transmis-
_sion was modified so that 1% gear was actually a reverse leaving the remaining
gears as a 3 speed sequential box. Instead of the foot operated 1 up 3 down pe-
dal shifter, gears were selected via single throw gated lever mounted on the floor,
which operated in a manner similar to a modern automatic.

W2 \\.-f.) ) The engine was provided with a Siba Dynastart which functioned as both a starter
: > //‘ motor and dynamo. This was just as well because the engine was quite tempera-
: -9% mental and often required a long crank before it would fire up due to a mixture
either too rich or not rich enough.

The motor and gearbox were a single unit mounted in the nose of the car driving the front wheels via a very short mo-
tor cycle chain and proprietary differential unit.

The curb weight was around was around 600 lbs and the car was probably no more than 2 feet high so performance
wasn’t as bad as you might expect although 2 large passengers would easily be more than half that weight again.

Berkeley claimed it would do 70 mph but my memory is that was downhill with a following wind. Acceleration in 1% and
2" wasn’t awful but you had to change into top gear around 40. After that it was basically foot on the floor till some-
thing or someone got in the way. Corners mostly weren’t a problem because it handled like a go-kart. Brakes were
drums all round but it was only 600 pounds so stopping wasn’t a big problem.

So, what about the quirks.

The fuel tank was about 3 gallons and mounted on the “firewall” just above the driver’s legs. To fill the tank, you lifted
the bonnet (hood) and tried not spill any gas on the hot exhaust which ran just under the tank, not forgetting to add oil
at 25 to 1. There was no fuel gauge but the tank had a reserve switch, like a classic motorcycle that would give enough
driving to reach a gas station.

11



@ Fuel was fed to the twin cylinders via 2 Amal motor cycle carbs. These did
not have chokes but used ticklers to overfill the float chambers to get the
rich mixture needed for starting. You press the button till gas spills out.
Hopefully the exhaust is still cold. So, then you close the hood, get in the
car and pray it starts. Otherwise, you have to get out and do it again. Do
it too often and the oil in the gas fouls the spark plugs which you then have
to remove and decontaminate.

The recommendation is for 25 to 1 petrol to oil. Because most driving is
done foot to the floor the car is always followed by a blue cloud. Also, be-
cause the drive chain was intended for a lightweight motor cycle but is half

the normal length and hauling 4 times the weight it continual stretches
and has to be adjusted almost every time the car is driven any distance and replaced every few weeks.

The motor cycle gearbox is a crash box (no synchro) so you have to learn to double declutch when changing down. Again, not
a big deal on a bike but the extra weight of the car meant a careless down shift meant something is going to break. | did that
once and a friend did it a second time. At least you didn’t need to a hoist to lift the engine out and onto the bench for the
repair. | think it’s probably the only time | ever actually dismantled a 7
gearbox.

The wheels on my car had five spokes connecting a large hub to the rim
and were fabricated rather than pressed out of a single piece of metal.
Somehow, | managed to break 3 of the 5 wheels the car came with. | did
find a shop who welded them back together, but | felt they were never
the same afterwards.

The engine was an air cooled 2 stroke therefore no heater. | lived in the
North of England and while it’s not as bad as Michigan it’s mostly cold.

| kept the car for about a year during which it was probably available to

drive about half the time. However, at that time of my life | was the only one in my ‘gang’ with a driver’s license and we
needed transport. So, the Berkeley got traded for a Morris Oxford with 6 seats and a heater. That’s another story.

In the meantime, Berkeley continued to shoehorn bigger and more and more powerful motor cycle engines into the same
basic chassis creating evermore fragile cars all the way up to the terrifying B105 which, yes you guessed right, they claimed
could hit 105mph.

12



Automotive

RUDY'S

Independent
Diagnostic & Mechanical
Service Specialist

17475 Nassau Commons Blvd.
Lewes, DE 19958
302-645-6410

http://rudyseurocars.com/location.html

Protect your classic with insurance created specifically for collector
cars. Grundy combines the strongest insurance companies with our
Agreed Value coverage which protects 100% of the value of your car.
Plus, there is no deductible*, you get unlimited mileage, low costs, and
much more. Call us at 888-647-8639 or visit us at www.grundy.com and
see why Grundy Insurance is the classic choice to protect classic cars!

&SURANCE

WWW.GRUNDY.COM
1-888-647-8639

*No deductible in most states. ©2017 The James A. Grundy Agency Inc. Al Rights Reseved.

We Repair All Make Cars

* Insurance Work

* Foreign & Domestic Car
Work

» Corvette & Fiberglass

* Heavy Duty Truck Repair

« Towing Service

Phone: (302) 762-0100
FAX: (302) 762-6312

Wilmington, DE 19802

2510 Northeast Blvd. (Co
Body Repair Since 1964

" PROUDLY SERVING
DeLawsanpe W
Mamniano B

Vircite Wl

MNew Jersey B
Mew Yorx H
PEMMSYLvANEA T

800.852.9700
BATTERIES » STARTERS « ALTERNATOR

FOR EVERYTHING!

Cell Phone: Hearing Aid RV

- - - -
= Alarm = CoinCell = Induestrial Eguipment = Security

= Alkaline = Cordless Phone = DetSki = Sealedlead Acid
= ATV = Doorlock = Laptop = Snowmohile

= Botomotive =  Emergency Licht = Lo Mower = Twe-Way Radio
= Barcode Scanner = Farm Equipment = Lithium Powersport = UPs

= Battery Packs =  Floor Sweeper) =  Motor Scooter = Lility Vehicle

= Button Cell = Forklift = Motoroycle = WapeMod

= Calculator =  Garden = MP3 = Video Camera

= Camera& Camcorder =  Golf Cart = Power Tools = Warch

= Comstruction = GPS = Power Wheek = Wheelchair

CUSTOM MADE WIRE & CABLE

WE KICK. SOME AMPS! | WWW. TRISTATEBATTERY.COM

mplere Auto & Truck

WWW.NortheastBodyShop.Com
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Mystery Car

The Ford Cosair was a popular car in the UK in the sixties. It started life in 1963
as the Ford Consul Corsair with a 1500cc “Kent” engine. In 1965 the “Consul”
part of the name was dropped and the car fitted with a 1700cc V4. It came in 5
body styles - 4 door, 2 door, convertible, cabriolet and estate (wagon). Various
trim levels were available - Standard, DeLuxe and GT for the 1500 and DeLuxe,
GT, 2000E and 2000GT for the V4, the last two having a 2 litre engine. Only a 4-
speed manual gearbox was offered.

It was replaced by the Cortina Mark 3 (I once owned a 2000E version - nice car)

How about this one? Very familiar shape and ubiquitous, particularly in =
don, but what is special about this one?

Drop me an email to

trevormees@outlook.com

BRITISH MOTOR CLUB OF SOUTHERN NJ PRESENTS:

BRITISH CAR OWNERS’ ICE CREAM SOCIAL

SATURDAY JULY 20, 2024 6:00PM-8:30PM
At: 5 POINTS CUSTARD, E. LANDIS AVE. (RT. 540) & TUCKAHOE RD. (RT. 557), EAST VINELAND, NJ
A Saturday evening casual gathering of British Motorcars and their owners at a rural custard stand.
Free Entry / No Judging/ Non-Members Welcome / Come and go as you please format.
5 Points Inn Restaurant is located next door for dining pleasure before or after the event.
Feel free to invite your British car friends.

British Vintage and Contemporary motorcars, motorcycles, and lorries welcome.
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A LOCAL PURVEYOR. OF FINELY CRAFTED MEAD,
FRUIT WINES AND CIDER.

OLD WORLD TRADITION WITH A MODERN
TWIST, MADE WITH PRIDE AND HONOR..

28615 LEWES GEORGETOWN HIGHWAY,
MILTON, DE 19968
(302) 664-1188
HTTPS://BRIMMINCHORNMEADERY.COM

Food and Drink

24 Rehoboth Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, Delaware 19971
302-226-1044
https: / /www.gofishrehoboth.com

EER PARK

TAVERN

D

‘ﬁRﬁ%mmg Raven

cantwells-tavern.com theroamingraven.com

B

gEbrit! EE=E
fish + chips e iimdim,

rZ 11 N\J&

Chick-fil-A Elkton
1100 E Pulaski Hwy, Elkton, MD 21921
410-392-9494
Hours: Mon - Sat 6:30 AM - 10 PM Closed on Sunday
Harry Marcus-Owner/Operator

https://www.cfarestaurant.com/elkton




London Bridge Is Falling Down
Trewor Mees

There has been a bridge across the River Thames in London, England at or near the place where
the current London Bridge stands since Roman times (circa 50 AD) but the subject of this story

was built im 1831. It replaced, finally, a stone bridge built around 1209, which collapsed at least
twice in the 600 years it stood there. Probably the inspiration for the nursery rhiyme.

The New London Bridge, as it was known, was built of granite blocks.
It was opened by King William IV on August 1%, 1831 and the
northern approach road was named Eing William Street in honour of
the occasion.

It stood for 137 years before, one day in 1962, a young man, just 18 a. Tha bridge in 1831
years old, took the train from his home in Streatham (a southwest

Lonmdon suburb) to London Bridge Station and walked across the bridge to start his first ever job,
as a bank clerk in Lombard Street in The City.

He crossed that bridge daily, walking at first, then riding his motorbike, then in his car, then
walking again (parking meters had been introduced).

In 1968 he walked across it for the last time before it was closed and taken apart piece by piece.
The pieces were carefully labeled and transported across the Atlantic, through the Panama
Canal then across California to Lake Havasu City in Arizona. The bridge had been bought by a
rich American whao, it was rumored, thought he was buying Tower bridge (not true).

In case you hadn't guessed that young man was me.

In Arizona a canal was cut to accommodate the bridge, making an
island out of the Pittsburg Point peninsula on Lake Havasu.

Fast forward 54 years. | was visiting my brother, Gary, and we thought it = Loks Hovosu 1973

would be fun to see the old bridge again. We rented

- @ car and drove across the Sonoran Desert from Queen Creek to Lake
Havasu City. Interstate 10 is lomg, straight and |'i {

boring but once we got into the mountains AZ72

and AZ95 were much more interesting.

The bridge was just as | remembered it from all
those years ago (36), though the view from it, and 5%
¢ the weather, was much better. ;
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Food and Drink

2 We salute the great British car marques like \' Rs
- Aston Martin, Bentley, Daimler, Jaguar, Lagonda, it
| " Land Rover, Lotus, McLaren, Mini. Morgan and Rolls Royce. 0

* . After a spin in your favorite ride, stop by Buckley’s Tavern' ; m
i« for some delicious food and a pint of your favorite brew!

1203 North Lincoln Street, Wilmington, DE 19806

Goober's Diner - Trolley Square, Wilmington, DE (goobersdiner-

de.com

LUNCH & DINNER 7 DAYS

5812 Kennett Pike
Reservations: 302-656-9776 [
buckleystaverncom

Established in Downtown Wilmington,

Deerhead Hot Dogs has been a Wilmington area tradition since
eginning with our Secret Sauce. https://www.dhhotdogs.

1233 Churchmans Rd.,
33 Center Pointe Plaza
Newark, DE 19713
WE DELIVER 302-266-9333
e WITH— https://www.dhhotdogs.com

DOORDASH 620 S. Maryland Ave.,
Wilmington DE 19804
ORDER NOW » (302) 998-4191
https://www.dhhotdogs.com
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CLOVERLEAF AVUTO Automotive
SEBV’ICE, ANC
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p |rs—-& Restoratlon
" 610-647-5954

hrp) n@@W@@@-nunﬁfct

Exc-:-ellence thr@u@h service sinece 1975

Auto Body Specialist

{ and Collision Repair

EDWARD J HENRY & SONS in Wilmington DE
AUTO BODY

- Est. 1943 -

SSESCESE0E S || sonsAutoBody T
WIRE WHEEL Zach Dillard, Owner http://www.henryautobody.com
Tire and Wheel Sales and Service
Wire Wheel Truing and Balancing

www.hendrixwirewheel.com

N 0}4’ 'HIW’);“” S T vwb Uﬁ.u _ 1r‘1«£*tu“
We amagreatmoioefornewand used Chevy
vehicles near Middletown, Wilmington, &
surrounding cities in Cecil County.

2 AUTOMOTIVE BLVD Rt. 40 at the MD-DE
Line ELKTON MD 21921-6375
Sales (443) 406-1065 - Service (443) 406-1059

https://www.williamschev.com/
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| SOLD MY MGB ON CRAIGSLIST (A CAUTIONARY TALE)

Mike Salino

As has been reported elsewhere | finally bought a Jaguar.

This then created a minor dilemma. We now own 3 cars, but we only actually need one as my wife prefers to avoid driving and she does not under-
stand the concept of “car collection”.

The implication is that my award winning (Diamond in the rough — 2023 BCCD Fall car show) MGB will have to go.

I’'ve been buying and selling cars, motorcycles and boats for xx years and I’'m pretty sure | know a thing or two about how to get the best deal.
Where’s the cheapest place to advertise a car for sale. Why, Craigslist of course. It used to be free but now they charge only $5to place an ad and in
any case that’s where | found the car in the first place.

What could go wrong?

| take a bunch of photos on my phone, write a nice story about how great the car is. Everything works, runs well, excellent “daily driver” potential,
sound investment etc, etc.

What follows next is a blow-by-blow recounting of my text conversation with one of the first responders to my ad. In my defense much of this took

place during a period where we took several short vacations one after the other with very little time in between so | may have been a little distracted.

From the buyer. Is the MGB still available?

Me. Yes.

Great! | was buying a surprise gift for my father-in-law who lives in Wisconsin. Can you tell me about the condition of the vehicle.
Long boring text extolling the virtues of MGBs in general and how well my particular example has been maintained etcetc.

OK Great! I'm interested in buying it and | prefer mailing a check as a form of payment and the shippers will come for the pick up after the
check clear at your bank you can send me your mailing info and the full name on the check.

Me thinking. That’s cool. He’s not even arguing about the price. He must be a bit of a novice at buying cars.

| text him the info to send the check.

Got it. Kindly take down the ads and consider it’s sold to us. I'll text you immediately the check has been mail thank you.
That seemed too easy so | decide to dig a little.

What’s your name and address.

| get back a name and an address in North Carolina that appears legit.

At this point I’'m mildly suspicious so | run an online check on the name and address and the phone number but nothing suspicious comes
up. Still a little leary | go.

Forgive me for being suspicious but how do you know you can trust me and the car isn’t junk?

Well, the shippers will be test drive before picking up and if | later get any issues on it | will get it fixed and that’s not a problem for me.
Seems fair enough. | guess a lot of classic cars get bought sight unseen, and | did post a lot of pictures and it’s a great deal at the price.
Okay let me know when the check is in the mail.

The following text arrives the next day while we’re on an Amtrak train headed to Providence Rl for one of our breaks.

Hello. We'll be able to overnight the check on Wednesday (the next day) as our daughter was involved in an accident and we’d be with her
in hospital although sorry for the inconvenience. I'll keep you posted with tracking number thank you.

That’s a bummer. | hope this doesn’t kill the deal
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There follows a series of text exchanges over a period of more than a week during which in the buyers seem distracted by their daughter’s condi-
tion and unsure about whether to go ahead with the purchase and are having difficulty getting “the check in the mail”. In the meantime, | have a
couple of other buyers who want to see the car but are probably not interested in paying full price. I’'m feeling bad because I’'m pushing the guy
whose daughter is in hospital to send me check for a car he is buying for his father- in-law in Wisconsin.

Remember we’re on vacation. After about 10 days of back and forth | finally get a text with a tracking number on it. A day later the check ar-
rives. It's the right amount, but it’s drawn on a bank In Pennsylvania I’'ve never heard of and signed by a person who’s not the name | was given
when [ first asked.

| get a text asking me to confirm | have the check. It’s Friday afternoon. They want be to deposit the check ASAP so they can get the car shipped
to Wisconsin as soon as.

Fair enough. I drive to my bank to deposit the check.
The teller is not happy. She wants to know what’s going on so | tell proudly how I did this great deal selling my wonderful old car online.

Unexpectantly, | get a whole lecture about online scammers taking advantage of old codgers like me and how | need to be careful doing business
with people | don’t know. I’'m offended and insist that she deposit the check anyway. After a further lecture about depositing bouncing checks
being a bad idea that will cost me money the check finally gets deposited against her “better judgement”.

On the way home from the bank the wheels start turning and the penny is finally beginning to drop that there may a few wrinkles in this deal.
When | get home, | check on the web to see if this is actually a real bank. Itis and | get their phone number.

| call the bank but it’s already past closing time but their phone robot offers the opportunity to check if there are funds available in the account.
At least | had the foresight to make a copy of the check so | input the number and wait while the robot whirrs in the background. SURPRISE!!!
There isn’t enough money in the account to cover the check. OH!

| get back on the phone to text the “Buyer” to inquire what’s the deal. There’s another lengthy exchange where I’'m trying to tell them their bank
doesn’t have the funds and they are trying to reassure me that all is well. | decide to wait and see how it’s going to play out ‘cos now I’'m pretty
sure I'm not selling the car but curious as to what the next move will be. Sure enough the following morning (Saturday) the game resumes.

Hello. I’'m Heartbroken texting you this, as we lost my daughter yesterday evening. We won’t be interested in the vehicle for now.
Thank you.

I’'m sorry to hear that.
Thank you. We're sorry for the inconvenience about the vehicle. You can have a $300 for the stress and have us refund. Thanks.

We're not available to receive the refund right now but you can refund it to my partner. He used Zelle and Venmo. Do let me know
which works as to get you his payment info.

And there it is. | respond.

That’s OK. We'll just wait for your check to bounce and then you can send the $35 my bank will charge for a bad check. Cash would be
nice.

Next Day Hello! We called our bank and nothing is reversed yet. What is the update.
A Day later. Hello you got my text?
One more day and a rather plaintive. Hello
Post script.
I sold the MGB to another buyer from Craigslist very quickly for a nice profit.
| got serious dose of “I told you so” next time | went into the bank.
The bank waived the bad check fee because they took pity on a poor innocent old guy who nearly got scammed online.

| got a silly story for the newsletter.

20



LOERMAN

ALTOMOTIVE MALHIVE

Professional Automative Ma diive Shop

BLOCK BLUEPRINTING AVAILABLE!

on owr RMC V20 CNC Blods Machining Center
BUILD YOUR ENGINE TO THE FACTORY BLUEPRINT!

Cylinder Blocks Honed on our NEW
Rottler HPTA Predsion Cylinder Hone
(finder Head Rebvilding, Cran kshaft Grinding,
(iowaec ting Rods, Hywheek, Engine Balacing, Crack (hecking h "
ALL ENGINE MACHINING DONE IN-HOUSE USING STATE OF THE ART EQUIPMENT

ALL ASPECTS OF ENGINE WORK - FROM FLYWHEELS T0 REBUIL DS!
OVER 40 YEARS OF EXPERIENLCE
BUILDING ENGINES

2317 N DUPONT HWY - NEW CASTLE, DE
302.652.3733 - WWW.ALDERMANMACHINE.COM

COVENTRY MOTOR WORKS

repair and vestoration of fine British motor cars

410-253-8519
4234 Lovers Lane Trappe, Maryland 21673
https: //www.coventrymotorworks.com

Quality Engine < Gearbox,
Differential — Drivetrain
. Chassis— Frame Repair
Integnity Electrical «f Hydraulics
Body el Coachwork,
Passion Upholstery— Convertible Tops

JAGUAR HEALEY BENTLEY TRIUMPH MORGAN MG ALVIS MORRIS

Automotive

UNION PARK JAGUAR

ROB SHIPLEY
jag JientAdwvisor | Jaguar

y@unionpark cmdlr.com

Union Park

9 - Raee,,
Driving Expectations. | «~u-x

Unton Park Jaguar | 1900 Pennsylvania Avenue | Wilmington, DE 19806 | UnlonParklaguar.com

P 5 P Campoamelless
Pn?‘sd (‘mx UTOMOTIVE Aﬁ‘fo & TIRE CENTER

£. 2379 LIMESTONE RD £ 1015 WEST 28TH STREET
© (302) 304-3341 © (302) 268-9434

www.campanellas.com




Automotive

K&l VINTAGE

SPORTS CARS uc

Bethlehem, Pa.

Ken Beck, Owner
www ktvintagecars.com 484-281-808g

LAND ROVER WILMINGTON

4310 Kirkwood Highway
Wilmington, DE 19808
(302) 992-9400

LandRoverWilmington.com

Proudly Serving Philadelphia
For Over 100 years.

Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Philadelphia

EC. KERBECK

RS & o7

Routa 73, Palmyra, NJ = www kerbackcars.com # 1-800-KERBECK

Bentiey Palmyra N.J.
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Lawrenceburg, IN

Owensboro, KY to Gardiner, ME

OVERNIGHT STOP
LUNCH STOP

Saturday, June 22-Sunday, June 30, 2024

SATURDAY, JUNE 22

START: Veterans Blvd.,
Owensboro, KY - 8:30 am. to | pm.
OVERNIGHT: Walnut Street,
Lawrenceburg, IN - 5:15 p.m.

SUNDAY, JUNE 23

LUNCH: South Broad Street, Downtown
Lancaster, OH - 12:30 p.m.
OVERNIGHT: Front Street, Historic
Downtown Marietta, OH - 4:15 p.m.

’\, e
[Ty HAGERIY. GosBe: wecolisters
Drivers Club ‘/

Auto Transport

MONDAY, JUNE 24

LUNCH: High Street, Downtown
Morgantown, WV - 12:16 p.m.
OVERNIGHT: Gunter Hotel,
Frostburg, MD - 4:45 p.m.

TUESDAY, JUNE 25

LUNCH: Ken Walsh Farm,
Purcellville, VA - 12:15 p.m.
OVERNIGHT: Gateway Gettysburg,
Gettysburg, PA - 4:45 p.m.

. T‘-‘

. Gardinér, ME

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 26

LUNCH: Hufnagle Parkt,

Downtown Lewisburg, PA - 12:05 p.m.
OVERNIGHT: Washington Street,
Downtown Binghamton, NY - 4:45 p.m.

THURSDAY, JUNE 27

LUNCH: Clinton Street,

Downtown Montgomery, NY - 11:20 a.m.
OVERNIGHT: State Capitol,

Downtown Providence, Rl - 5:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, JUNE 28

LUNCH: New England Racing
Museum, Loudon, NH - 11:30 a.m.
OVERNIGHT: Main Street, Historic
Downtown Freeport, ME - 4 p.m.

=0
VINTAGE RALLY!
ME

N

L (1}
\Y i

Seal Cove, ME

Owls Head, ME
~
Freeport, ME

Follow Us!

GREATRACE.coM 3

SATURDAY, JUNE 29

LUNCH: Seal Cove Auto Museum,
Seal Cove, ME - 1135 a.m.
OVERNIGHT: Owls Head
Transportation Museum,

Owls Head, ME - 4 p.m.

SUNDAY, JUNE 30
FINISH: Water Street, Historic
Downtown Gardiner, ME - 1 p.m.

Roco .. . /N &
ol sogroens () SAMUEL SMITH
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Community and Services

HARVEY HANNA =pacializes In real astate development,
redevaelopment, and proparty management for hospitality, commercial,
retalf, and Industrial clients throughout the Md-Atlartic — all focused
on boosting undarsarved arcas and cultivating a culture of giving badk.

Monument

Sotheby’s

STERSATIONSL R = %

GEORGE HOBBS

Broker
Licensed in DE, PA and MD

(c) 302.545.5263

(0) 302.654.6500

george hobbs @sothebysrealty.com

Brandywine Valley Office

5701 Kennett Pike, Wilmington, Delaware 19807

VEI wwwHarve yHanna com fo get startad!

More jobs. More community growth. Move long-term economic impact.

Pach office is Indopondzatly awnod and apersiad Q_[E

We Are Here To Serve Youl
Parfoct Policy Matching « Transparency +Competitive Pricing «Quality Sarvice

11
n i‘“
l:.l""' i‘-'-“
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WOLFF

IMNSURAMCE AGEMCY

. &
FREIIE cawmwr HAGERTY "mﬂ: E.ai] CHUEE Arew

www.WolffinsuranceAgency.com



Advertising in The British Diamond and

Sponsoring The British Car Club of Delaware

"We would like to have local businesses advertise in the “British Diamond” newsletter. Please contact Don McDonald

(mcd62218d@aol.com) for details on pricing.

Current Sponsors:

Paul & George Alderman

Harry Marcus

Charles A. Allen, Jr.

Frank McMahon

Ken Beck

Luke Phipps

Alison Blyth

David Prueitt

Charles Burton

Christopher Riofski

Anthony & Paul Campanella

Ken Rudy

Paul Cullen

The Scala Family

Chris Cuthbert

Tim Southerst

Coley DuPont

Ralph Steinberg

Andrea Stock

Josh & Jim Grundy

Jon Talkington

Thomas (Thom) E. Harvey llI

Sandy Thomson

Allen Hendrix

Jim Ursomarso

George Hobbs

JR Walker

Charlie Kerbeck

Ludie & Eben Warner

Frank Kerbeck

Frank Williams

Vance Kershner

Tom Williams

Peter Wolff

Jennifer Zerby

Brandywine Motor Sport Club

Chesapeake Bay Motoring Festival

Kent Island Yacht Club
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