
 

 

 

Tom Cloud’s 2000 Aston Martin DB7 Vantage 

 

Purchased in 2013, this Aston Martin Racing Green beauty has a V12 engine with a 

6 speed manual transmission, and just 32,000 miles 

 

June 30th, 2026 
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Editor’s Notes 

Hello Everyone, 

I hope you ar e all enjoying the summer and driving your LBCs all over the place. Send me pics and stories about your adven-

tures. 

Next edition's Featured Cars will be “restomods”, not in the extreme interpretation you see around, but modifications or 

changes you have made to make your British cars more fun to drive. For example I fitted a 5 speed Tremec gearbox to my E 

Type, and Wilwood brakes (amongst other things).  

Let me know the improvements you made and if they worked (the 5 speed made a big difference but the brakes weren’t that 

much better).  

Anything from electronic ignition to a full engine or suspension upgrade. Words and pictures please! 

Trevor The Editor 

trevormees@outlook.com 

 

 

 

 



 

Presidential Ramblings: 

 

Over the past few years, many of you have come to know that Fiona and I usually have a trip 
planned. And while I might have a trip planned, I never seem to have anything prepared for 
my opening to The Diamond every couple of months. Trevor and all the contributors work 
hard to produce something the club should be proud of, and then I show up—always at the 
last minute—with some nonsense. Well, yesterday I learned a new word for nonsense: 
klobasarna. It might also be the name of a Slovenian sausage; sometimes the translations can 
get a little fuzzy. 

While I’m traveling, I always keep an eye out for the occasional old car. Traveling through the 
Balkans, I thought I might see the odd Yugo—not very British, perhaps, but a classic nonethe-
less. There have been a few interesting older cars along the way: a 1970s-era Opel Kadett 
wagon, a Soviet Trabant, and the aforementioned Yugo. But arriving in Budapest, I wasn’t 
prepared for the sight I was about to see. Not one, but two MGs—and I’m not talking about 
the modern electric rebrand, which seems quite common. These were MGBs, one with a fac-
tory hardtop, both for sale in a dusty used-car dealership. 

I would be remiss if I didn’t take a moment to acknowledge Calvin Jackson, our longtime 
Club Treasurer, who is stepping down from the role. I can’t thank Calvin enough for the com-
mitment he has shown to the club over the past several years, and I hope to see him—and his 
Midget—at some events soon. 

Speaking of events, sign-ups are open for the Bellanca Show on September 12, and all mem-
bers whether registered for the show or not are welcome to attend the Meet and Greet at 
Kathy’s Crab House in Delaware City on the evening of September 11. Remember only the 
first 50 signups for the show will receive the show baseball cap, sign ups are brisk, so don’t 
wait too long. 

Finally, welcome to the new members who have signed up over the past couple of months 

through the link on the website, and thank you to all the existing members who have renewed 

their memberships. 

 

Alan Hill 

President 

06/22/2016 
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Events 

Cars At The Ferry 

Any and all cars are welcome at the Lewes Ferry Terminal parking lot on the second Tues-

day of each month at 5 PM. 

 

July 14 

Aug 11 

Sep 8 

Oct 13 
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FROM THAT ……..TO THIS  

(written by R. L. Gannon)  

Taking myself back to 1999, I’m down at British Racing Green, handing over a wad of cash in exchange for a what 

most normal people would walk away from, a 1960 TR3, rust and primrose yellow color, with a red leather interior. 

My son who was 11 years old at the time, was with me. We loaded it on Jim’s trailer, hooked it up to my Toyota Se-

quoia and headed for home. I was excited. In my garage was my 1974 white TR6 and a 1962 Morris Mini panel wag-

on. And into my basement went my new acquisition, the TR3.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There was much to do, as this car was a mess. Rusty panels, rotten sills and doglegs, patchwork of fiberglass repairs, 

gaping holes and bent parts. The car was filthy, so much so, my wife refused to have it inside the house until it had 

been washed down, vacuumed out and all leather and cloth removed. With a fever, I obeyed and did what she asked. 

You say “whipped”, I say, “staying married”  



FROM THAT ……..TO THIS  

(written by R. L. Gannon)  

I purchased a small MIG welding set up, and started practicing on scraps of metal. I soon learnt I was absolutely use-

less at welding, so I gave up on that and asked a couple of my friends to help. But with the mess in my basement work-

shop and the fumes getting into the house, I soon gave that up. Now, I knew this welder, who had his own business, 

owned a few unfinished TR3’s and was working on his own TR6. We came to an agreement to install new sills, rock-

ers, dog legs and floor pans. The first steps of restoration were now underway.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At his point and time I was working two jobs, selling ads for a newspaper during the day and as a night manager of a 

local restaurant. None of this money was spent on the TR3 restoration. I sold the TR6 for a goodly amount and a year 

later, still restoring the TR3, my Morris Mini Panel Wagon sold on Ebay, way above my reserve. All this time, my 

mind was rolling with the visions of what I wanted the car to look like. Chrome, Metallic Suzuka Blue paint, Tan inte-

rior, black soft cloth top. Yes this was my dream….could I make it real?  
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John Hohman’s 1960 TR3 

Progress 

John bought the car in 1967, sold it in 1970 and bought it back in 2022 rusted out and with a seized engine. 

The frams has now been powder coated along with the suspension parts. The engine is back from the ma-

chine shop and is being reassembled. 



John Hohman’s 1960 TR3 

 



John Hohman’s 1960 TR3 
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Replacing the front lower control arms on my 2008 Jaguar XK. 

Richard Speck   
 
 

I ordered the parts from Autohaus Arizona back in January.  The manufacturer was Eu-
rospare.  The set of two parts was $201.27 with shipping.  I had to wait until it was warmer 
weather to tackle the work in my unheated garage.  When I had taken the Jag into Paul Cam-
panella’s for some routine work in January, they reported the following:  
 
Finding: Both front lower forward control arm bushings 
torn.  
 
Removing replace both front lower forward control 
arms.  I had them do a brake fluid flush, power steering 
flush, differential fluid flush, and a coolant pressure test.  
                
Researching the XK repair manual I determined that this 
was a job I could do to replace the front lower forward 
control arms.  The process is straight forward.  Jack up 
the car and place a jack stand in a secure place.  Remove 
the wheel after loosening the lug nuts first.  With the wheel out of the way, there are two bolts 

that hold the arm in place.  Remove the bolts, 
remove the old arm, put the new arm in posi-
tion, tighten the new bolts with new nuts.  Re-
mount the wheel and tighten the lug 
nuts.  What the manual doesn’t tell you is that 
the bolt holding the part closest to the motor 
has to slide into the frame to remove the large 
head from the body.  You also have to remove 
the splash guard partially to even get to the 
bolt and nut.  It took me a while to figure this 
out.  Then once the new arm is in position, you 
have to push the bolt through the head and 
there isn’t enough room for your fingers to 
slide it through.  I had to do some serious wig-

gling and trying all sorts of tools to get a grip on the bolt.  Then getting the part that attaches to 
the wheel also proved difficult.  I had no problem removing that bolt.  Once one side tightened 
both bolts securely, then it was reattach the splash guard, remount the wheel and tighten the 
lug nuts to 95 foot pounds.  
                
Each side probably took me 2-3 hours to do.  I took a lunch break in between sides.  I also had 
to back out the Jag and turn it around to do the right side because my garage isn’t large enough 
to work on both sides.  As can be seen, the new control arms are in place.  The picture of the 
old parts show the wear of the bushings and the two page “simple” instructions on replacing 
them.  The old parts indicate they are genuine Jaguar parts and most likely are original.  If the 
first pair lasted 90,000 miles, then I won’t have to do this again. 



Featured Cars 
 

Small Production Cars 

 



 Jensen “Hand Built” Cars - Stylish & Hi Performance 

Bob Wall 

Jensen Motors, founded in 1934, was a British automobile manufacturer known for producing stylish, high-performance cars. The 

company's vehicles combined elegant design with powerful engines, making them popular among enthusiasts and collectors. Ini-

tially, Jensen focused on coachbuilding, creating custom bodies for other manufacturers' chassis. Their attention to detail and qual-

ity craftsmanship earned them a reputation in the industry. Below is a timeline with numbers of “other manufacturer” car fabrica-

tion and assembly they performed, and commercial vehicles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the side, Jensen leveraged their expertise to hand-build a limited number of their own cars. At its peak in the 1960s, Jensen 

Motors employed approximately 850 workers at its factory in West Bromwich. However, the Austin-Healey production alone ac-

counted for about 350 of the factory's 850 total employees at that time. A comparison of the above “non-Jensen” car production 

vs. the “Jensen” cars on the following page (with some rough math) suggests that Jensen cars were only ~15% of the cars Jensen 

built. The following timeline shows those Jensen vehicles and how many were made.  

I consider myself fortunate to own two of those cars, a 1973 Jensen-Healey Mk II Roadster and 1972 Jensen Interceptor Mk III. I 

purchased my Jensen-Healey in August 1999 and over the years completed a restoration (2004-2006), engine performance up-

grade/rebuild (2012), 5-speed upgrade (2018), and other improvements. I purchased the Jensen Interceptor in September 2021 

(essentially in pieces after sitting for 30+ years) and completed a restoration in November 2022. Restoring hand-made cars is al-

ways an experience, as each one has uniqueness depending on which employee built it – compare the next two Jensen-Healey’s 

you see and you will likely find the clock in two different places!  



 Jensen “Hand Built” Cars - Stylish & Hi Performance 

Bob Wall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Both cars are too enjoyable to trailer, so they get driven often. I have found them extremely reliable (despite what the critics that 

don’t own one say) if maintained. Some week-long driving adventures my Jensen-Healey has taken us to include: Staunton, VA; 

Watkins Glen, NY (multiple times, including track time); Kalamazoo, MI; Lake Placid, NY (multiple times); Monteagle, TN; Shepherd-

stown, WV; Monroe, WI; Rhinebeck, NY; Auburn-Syracuse, IN; Dorset, VT; Asheville, NC; St. Louis, MO, Williamsburg, VA, Chautau-

qua, NY, and Lake Chatuge, GA. Since 2022, my Jensen Interceptor has taken us to Fond du Lac, WI, Lexington, KY, and will be 

headed to Detroit, MI this summer. 

Below is a photo of my yellow Jensen-Healey in Indiana next to an exceptionally rare Jensen-Ford Shooting Brake that is the sole 

surviving example of an estimated two or three built in 1935. The other photo is my Jensen Interceptor in Wisconsin next to a 1957 

Jensen 541 Deluxe. 

 

 



1963 Elva Courier 

Bill Tattersall 

 

My Elva Courier Mark 4 came from a guy in Montreal where they don't have titles, they use the registration. Not only that, all the 

documention was in French. Talk about Sussex County Motor Vehicle being flustered. LOL. To their credit, they figured it out.  

When I took Mrs. Elva to our car show that year, a guy who brought his Lotus Elite to the show asked me if he could see the car 

serial number. When he looked at it he smiled and that the car was originally purchased by his sister in the 60's and that it was one 

of the first Mark 4's imported to this country. She ultimately sold it to a guy in Miami who, apparently rode it hard for many years 

and sold it to the owner in Montreal who did the complete restoration.  



Food and Drink 

1203 North Lincoln Street, Wilmington, DE 19806 

Goober's Diner - Trolley Square, Wilmington, DE (goobersdiner-

de.com)  

https://goobersdiner-de.com/
https://goobersdiner-de.com/


Some pictures from our visit to Tommytown 

By David Haines 
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Andrew and the Opal by the Sea” 

 

Andrew owns a whisper of England, 

not loud, not proud, but quietly grand, 

a pocket-sized pilgrimage on four narrow wheels, 

an Austin 7 Opal that hums instead of shouts. 

 

She was born when the world wore tweed and courage, 

when tea steamed beside ambition, 

and a man named Sir Herbert Austin dared to shrink a 

dream 

into something small enough for ordinary hands. 

 

A “Baby Austin,” they called her, 

but don’t let the nickname fool you… 

this tiny titan rewired a nation, 

rolling through the 1920s like a cheerful revolution. 

Where once only the well-heeled motored, 

now bakers, clerks, and hopeful young couples 

could rattle down hedgerow lanes with the wind as their 

chaperone. 

Nearly 300,000 of these little legends danced onto roads, 

a British answer to the democratizing spirit of the Ford 

Model T. ￼ 

 

And Andrew… 

he doesn’t just own one. 

He conspires with it. 

 

His Opal, the two-seater tourer, 

was once the affordable darling, 

priced so modestly it invited the common dreamer in, 

a £100 ticket to freedom in 1933, later reborn as “Opal” 

like a gemstone catching light in motion. ￼ 

 

Two seats only, mind you. 

Because excess was never the point. 

Just enough room for a companion… 

or a sandwich, a map, and a questionable sense of direc-

tion. 

 

Now imagine him there, 

perched beside the cliffs, 

the Atlantic below performing its endless drum solo, 

while his Austin waits patiently like a loyal terrier. 

 

The car is not fast. 
It does not roar. 
It politely negotiates with hills. 
 
But oh, the dignity of it… 
a 747cc heartbeat, 
a mechanical haiku, 
proof that joy doesn’t need horsepower, 
just a little courage and a willingness to rattle. 
 
Across the world, its DNA scattered like seeds on the wind 
becoming early BMWs, whispering into Nissan’s first de-
signs, 
inspiring racers, tinkerers, dreamers, 
even the first creations of legends yet to come. ￼ 
 
And here sits Andrew, 
caretaker of that lineage, 
grinning like a man who has discovered 
that happiness sometimes arrives 
in very small packages with very round headlights. 
 
He turns the crank of memory, 
the engine coughs once, twice, then sings, 
and suddenly time folds like a well-kept map. 
 
The cliffs applaud. 
The wind signs autographs in the grass. 
And Andrew, captain of this tiny ship of history, 
sets off again… 
 
Not to arrive anywhere in particular, 
but to enjoy the delightful absurdity 
of piloting a legend 
that fits neatly between two teacups 
and a dream. 
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For Sale 



Steve Welder is reluctantly selling his 1960 TR3A 

 

75,450 miles 

 

Improvements: 

Wire Wheels 

High Torque Starter 

New Gas Tank and fuel gage 

Rt Rear Axle Seal 

Stone Guards 

New Master cylinder 

Speedometer and Tach cali-

brated and reconditioned 

Tighten up steering 

Compound out Racing stripe 

 

Additional Information: 

Full Canvas Top, Tonneau Cover and Side Curtains 

Free and clear title 

 

Awarded 1st place 2023 BCCD Fall Show and 3rd place 2025 BCCD Fall Show 

 

$21,500 

Steve Welder - weldersa@hotmail.com 
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Mystery Car 

 

 

 

Believe it or not this is an Aston Martin. It is the 

Atom, a prototype built in 1939. Its chassis was 

the basis for the post war DB1. 

As the car was developed power came from a va-

riety of 2 litre inline 4 engines including SOHC 

with twin Zeniths and OHV with twin SUs.  

The transmission was a semi-automatic preselec-

tor gearbox. The atom name was to project small-

ness and power. Did they achieve it? The car 

weighed just 2700lb and had 110hp. Not bad for 1939. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

How about this one? 

 

WW2 interrupted production of this car 

but they still managed to build over 

80,000 of them. Most of them were 

black. 

  

Email trevormees@outlook.com  
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Advertising in The British Diamond and  

Sponsoring The British Car Club of Delaware  

"We would like to have local businesses advertise in the “British Diamond” newsletter. Please contact Don McDonald 

(mcd62218d@aol.com) for details on pricing.  

 

Current Sponsors: 

 

  

 

Brandywine Motor Sport Club 

Chesapeake Bay Motoring Festival 

Kent Island Yacht Club 

St. Michaels Concours d’Elegance 

Paul & George Alderman 

Charles A. Allen, Jr. 

Russell Applegate 

Ken Beck 

Alison Blyth 

Charles Burton 

Anthony & Paul Campanella 

Robert Childs 

Paul Cullen 

Chris Cuthbert 

Vince DiFonzo 

Zach Dillard 

Coley DuPont 

Alison Griffiths 

Josh & Jim Grundy 

Thomas (Thom) E. Harvey III 

John Harvey 

Allen Hendrix 

Dr. & Mrs. Stephen L. Hershey 

George Hobbs  

Charlie Kerbeck 

Frank Kerbeck 

Vance Kershner 

Harry Marcus 

Frank McMahon 

Jason Olmsted 

Luke Phipps 

David Prueitt  

Christopher Riofski 

Ken Rudy 

The Scala Family 

Tim Southerst 

Ralph Steinberg 

Andrea Stock 

Gary Sutch III 

Jon Talkington 

Sandy Thomson 

Les & Virginia Truonzo 

Jim Ursomarso 

JR Walker  

Ludie & Eben Warner 

Frank Williams 

Tom Williams 

Peter Wolff 

Jennifer Zerby 

mailto:mcd62218d@aol.com

