
 

 

 

Cars (Cats) and Coffee 
 

Margaret and Greg Bell 

 

The Saturday July 11 cars and coffee at Dunkin Donuts on Four Seasons Pkwy in Newark was warm and sunny but there 
was a 40 foot shipping container providing shade.  As chairs were being set up next to it the sound of a meowing cat could 
be heard coming from it.  A search soon located the culprit but it wouldn’t come out from under the container although its 
cries got louder.  A run to the Shoprite across the street to get a can of cat food lured it out and it was grabbed.  A visit to 
the vet to rid it of fleas, worms and parasites and get it checked out was quickly arranged and it was determined that he 
was about 8-9 weeks old.  Dunkin the orange cat is now supervising the Bell’s house. 
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Editor’s Notes 

Hello Everyone, 

What a wonderful response to the featured section this month! Some really interesting stories and pictures. Thank you so 

much and keep ‘em coming! 

For next issue’s Special Section tell us about somewhere interesting you have been with your LBC, or an adventure you have 

had.  

You may have heard that my brother Gary and I have sold our E Type. It’s true and as a result there will be some leftover parts 

available, free to club members. I’ll be putting out a list soon. The car was a 1964 RHD Jaguar E Type fhc with a 3.8 litre engine.  

Trevor The Editor 

trevormees@outlook.com 

 

 

 

 



Presidential Ramblings 

 

 

This marks the first anniversary of my Presidential Ramblings, and for once, I’m nearly lost for words. Any-

one who has attended one of our monthly club meetings knows that is not usually a condition I suffer from. I 

am, however, genuinely short on words to express how grateful I am for the support I’ve received from all of 

you over the past 12 months. 

As we move into September and the cooler weather that fall brings, we also get the welcome opportunity to 

drive our British cars in comfort—without the constant fear of overheating, whether it’s the car or the occu-

pants. There are plenty of chances coming up for club members to get out and drive. First up is the Bellanca 

Show. As I write this, pre-registration is at its highest level yet, so we’re hoping for a final turnout that sur-

passes last year’s record. And don’t forget the Meet and Greet at Kathy’s Crab House in Delaware City on 

the eve of the show. 

A few days after Bellanca, I’ll be heading up to the British Invasion in Stowe, Vermont, getting back just in 

time to head to MG on the Rocks—which, if you didn’t know, is not just for MGs. Last year we had a club 

drive to the event, and I know we’re hoping to do the same again this year, so keep an eye on your inbox. 

That same weekend, the club will also be taking part in Laps for Charity at Dover Motor Speedway. This is a 

pre-registered event, and you should already have seen the information. I was a passenger last year because 

I didn’t register the Lotus, assuming there would be some sort of technical inspection that, for various rea-

sons best left unexplored, it might not have passed. This year, though, the Lotus will be on track. So if you 

think they won’t let you out there because your car dribbles a few fluids, don’t worry—and remember, you 

can drive at your own pace. It’s not a race weekend. 

I would be remiss if I didn’t mention the Austin-Healey Sports and Touring Club’s Encounter, a three-day 

event based in St. Michaels and also scheduled for that same weekend. Again, it is open to other British 

marques and looks like another great opportunity to get our cars out of the garage—always a noble goal, 

assuming they agree to start. 

And that’s just September. I know work is already underway on another Crab Fest, and I’m looking forward 

to the fall Southern Rally. Speaking of the rally, the club is looking for someone to volunteer to organize it. If 

you’re interested, please let me know and I’ll share the information with the club. 

So, there’s lots to say and even more to do. I hope to see many of you out at the events this fall—preferably 

in cars that are running, mostly dry underneath, and pointed in roughly the right direction. 

 

Alan 
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Events 

Cars At The Ferry 

Any and all cars are welcome at the Lewes Ferry Terminal parking lot on the second Tues-

day of each month at 5 PM. Just 2 dates left this year. 

Sep 8 

Oct 13 
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My TR3 - Part 2 

Robert Gannon 



My TR3 - Part 2 

Robert Gannon 



Automotive 



Billy Duck’s 1997 Jaguar XJ6 VDP 
(Billy is a new member and sent photos and a description of his car) 

 
I bought the car a year ago in 2025, and it’s my first Jaguar. As a kid I always loved the design of the XJ6 
and especially enjoyed the wood trim and the tray tables on the VDP. My car has 120k miles on the clock 
and is in painted in classic BRG. I’m working through some minor issues like with the air conditioning 
system and ABS system but the car has proven to be a reliable and enjoyable car to drive. In fact I’ve 
driven it up to one of the factories I manage in Williamsport PA on several occasions. Other than the ter-
rible fuel economy the car is amazing to drive and is so comfortable. The car has basically become my 
daily driver often winning over a Mercedes-Benz that I lease. I’ve done all of the major services and even 
upgraded the stereo to have Bluetooth. Another interesting fact is that the car is a Canadian spec car so 
it has some unique features such as a block heater, heated front windshield, head-lamp washers, and 
day time running lights.  



Featured Cars 
 

How Our Members Made  Them Faster, More Reliable, More 

Comfortable and/or Prettier 

 



Restomodding an Elan: Apologies to the Purists 
Alan Hill 

 

 

A lightly irreverent tour through the upgrades, compro-
mises, and questionable life choices that make my Lo-
tus easier to enjoy.  

 
What Counts as a Restomod? 
The phrase “restomod” means different things to different people. I like Trevor Mees’ interpretation: add a five-speed 

transmission and Wilwood brakes, make the purists and concours judges whimper quietly into their clipboards, and 

bring a large smile to my face. I’m a firm believer in driving our cars as much as we can, and modern upgrades can add 

a lot to that pleasure. I’m also fine with the fact that these upgrades are not for everyone. If my Lotus hadn’t already 

been heavily modified when it came into my stewardship, I probably wouldn’t have made some—if not all—of the 

changes now on the car. But I can also say I wouldn’t be nearly as confident driving it to all the places I get to enjoy it. 

I’m confident the car was very similar when George Alderman sold it new in 1967 to the car he sold for a second time in 

1995. That is when the story of this particular Elan really begins. I’ll count George’s stewardship from 1980 to 1995 as 

the third owner, but that’s a story for another day. It was the fourth owner who started the transformation into the car 

many of you are familiar with today. If you’re one of the Lotus aficionados who believes it was perfect when “Colin” did 

it, you may want to stop reading now and make yourself a calming cup of tea. 

From Race-Car Intentions to Show-Car Reality 
The modifications that began in 1995 were not what we would call a restomod today. I believe the original intent was 

to build a race car, which explains the 1970-period wheel flares fitted to make room for the widest wheels available. 

That transformation was to last five years, by which point the brief had quietly wandered off from “race car” and re-

turned wearing a “show car” badge. 

Electrics: Where Reliability Meets Smoke Management 
It’s difficult to determine exactly when all the modifications occurred before the car came to me, but many of the elec-

trical systems had been replaced, upgraded, modified, or were simply on their last legs. The Elan had been converted 

from positive to negative earth, a necessary change to move from a dynamo to an alternator. A PerTronix electronic 

ignition was installed, replacing a previous electronic ignition—I know this because I removed various orphaned parts 

that were no longer connected to anything useful. The PerTronix also required the tachometer to be rebuilt to work 

properly. Lotus originally fitted an electric fan to help with cooling, but that had been replaced with a modern version. 

Also installed was a high-torque reduction starter. While all these changes improve reliability and usability, I will con-

fess that in the last five years I have replaced the PerTronix, alternator, and starter. The alternator failed, the PerTronix 

was a victim of the engine bay fire, and the starter was precautionary—it just didn’t sound quite right and occasionally 

didn’t fully engage, which is not the sort of suspense I enjoy. 



 

Fuel, Batteries, and Other Things That Prefer Not to Catch Fire 
One of the very first “upgrades” I made was replacing the electric fuel pump. This version of the Elan had DCOE Weber 

carburetors fitted as original equipment, and they require a low-pressure fuel supply. Too much pressure and the carbs 

leak the excess fuel. Fortunately, thanks to the crossflow nature of the twin-cam engine, leaking fuel does not drip di-

rectly onto the exhaust. Unfortunately, the distributor and coil live under the carbs, which can still end unhappily in 

what is technically known as a car-b-que. The fuel pump I inherited was a generic Posiflow-type pump of unknown 

pressure, so I replaced it with a Facet Silver Top fuel pump located in the boot by the fuel tank, along with a Malpassi 

Filter King pressure regulator mounted close to the carbs. Why not use the original mechanical fuel pump and avoid 

the extra complexity? Well, it’s common for fuel in the carbs to drain away when the car sits, making it hard to start. 

Many owners install a switched flow-through electric pump for starting, while still using the mechanical pump for nor-

mal driving. 

While I’m in the boot, I also replaced the standard battery with an Odyssey Racing battery. These are small, light-

weight, and can be mounted in any position. Mine is mounted under the boot floor, neatly out of the way of anything 

else in the boot. The original battery location was on the left side of the boot, but over the years the original mounts 

had vanished and a strap had been fitted to hold the battery against the side. Unfortunately, the side of the boot is 

also the outside of the car, and because the body is fiberglass, it now has the star cracks to prove that batteries and 

bodywork do not make good roommates. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Lighting and Safety: Seeing and Being Seen 
To wrap up the electrical upgrades, I’ve also installed LED lighting and a high-level brake light. When the car is next out 

in public, the LED headlights will have been replaced again, this time with high-quality glass sealed-beam LEDs. Not all 

LED lighting is equal. Originally, I wasn’t using this car much after dark, and the headlights were mainly serving as day-

time running lights. But on the occasions when I do need to drive at night, I’ve learned that quality counts—especially 

when the alternative is discovering the scenery by Braille. 

Speaking of safety, another improvement was fitting three-point seat belts. The specification of my Elan suggests it 

should have had three-point belts, but when I got it, it only had lap belts—with the driver’s buckle quite literally hang-

ing on by a thread. Because the Elan has that wonderful “men building cars in sheds” vibe, the molds are not perfectly 

symmetrical from side to side. As a result, I can fit a reel belt to the passenger side without too much drama, but the 

driver’s side is currently a static belt. Naturally, the driver gets the character-building option. 



Drivetrain and Suspension: Down the Rabbit Hole 
Moving on to the mechanical upgrades—yes, I hear you whimpering, “He’s not done?” The Elan was originally fitted 

with Rotoflex rubber couplings, commonly known as “donuts,” in place of CV joints as part of the independent rear 

suspension. They have their benefits, including adding a little give, or “windup,” in the drivetrain. But they can fail, and 

when they do, they can cause a fair amount of damage in the surrounding area. My Elan carries scars from this in its 

past. The car has since been fitted with a CV joint upgrade, a very common Elan modification with several versions 

available. While the CV upgrade was already on my car when it came into my life, there are related upgrades that are 

often overlooked and—you guessed it—were not on my Elan. The first is a differential brace. Without the give from 

the donuts, the forces can damage the differential mounts—not the mount itself, but the aluminum ear that is part of 

the Lotus casting used to mount the differential. The brace is cheap insurance and was used on the Elan Sprint, the 

most powerful Elan Lotus produced. It wasn’t easy to install with the body in place, but it is installed now. 

The second related upgrade is limited-droop rear suspension. Oh dear, I can hear you thinking, Alan is geeking out 

again. In simple terms, this means that when you jack up the car, the suspension does not extend beyond its usable 

limits. With a CV joint conversion, the standard suspension can extend far enough to push the CV joint beyond its lim-

its and cause damage. Although my Elan had been upgraded with adjustable shock absorbers at some point, it was still 

using its original springs and did not have anti-droop capability. This led to another upgrade that is much easier with 

the body and chassis separated. Naturally, I installed a fast-road suspension setup from UK Lotus specialist Tony 

Thompson with the body still on the chassis. Consider this: there are only eight bolts holding the body to the chassis, 

and it requires four average people to lift it off. Yet I insist on struggling to install parts with the body still attached. 

Anyway, back to the suspension. The fast-road setup gives me the ability to adjust both spring height and shock ab-

sorber rebound. For normal road use, this is probably overkill. For this Elan, I feel it is essential, because it allows me to 

tune the car for the wider wheels and tires I mentioned way, way back near the beginning of this tale. The original Elan 

had 13-inch wheels with 145-section tires. My car has 15-inch wheels with 195/45 tires. While this gives the Elan a 

modern show-car—or shall we say “restomod”—look, it does take away some of the lightness in the steering for which 

the Elan was famous. It still retains the directness of the steering, though. I should also mention that all the rubber 

bushes in the suspension and steering have been upgraded to polyurethane. I know that is not everyone’s choice, as it 

removes some of the compliance of rubber. And, like LED lights, not all polyurethane bushes are equal in quality. 

These were selected as part of the suspension package, not thrown at the car in a moment of late-night internet weak-

ness. 

Brakes: Stopping Is Still Strongly Recommended 
While I don’t have the brake upgrades of Trevor’s E-Type, I do have EBC Greenstuff brake pads and braided flexible 

brake lines. A previous owner installed stainless steel brake lines, but I’m unsure whether I will keep them. They were 

poorly done and require overtightening to seal, as stainless steel does not “give” in quite the same way as copper-

nickel. Upgraded brake kits are available, ranging from the larger caliper size used on the Plus 2 Elan to multi-piston 

calipers with ventilated discs. In other words, there are options when I choose to go down that particular path. 



 
What Comes Next 
Future upgrades will include a five-speed conversion, although the options are very limited with a factory chassis, as 

the available space is just enough for the original four-speed. This is definitely a body-off task, since the chassis needs 

to be modified to fit it. A much simpler upgrade will be fitting modern electric window motors. A kit is available that 

uses Delco motors, which work better and are more reliable than the English Ford Escort wiper motors Lotus repur-

posed for the job. That sentence alone tells you a great deal about Lotus. 

The Reveal, Eventually 
Well, congratulations if you made it this far. None of this is especially photogenic, so I’ve included pictures showing 

how the car would have looked when new, how it looked when I bought it, and how many of you have become used 

to seeing it. I can let you in on a secret: the next time you see it, it will look different. 



1964 Jaguar E Type 

Trevor Mees 

My brother and I bought the E type in 1984. We were liv-

ing in the UK with few thoughts about moving to the USA . 

Our target was to buy an old car, restore it and sell it on 

for a profit. 

Ah the best laid plans! 

We found the ideal car. A 1964 E Type that had been 

abused and was rotting in a garage (they make TV shows about such things now). £1,750 changed hands 

and we owned it. 

 

The subsequent restoration, in England, didn’t include any 

upgrades but the result was a rather nice car in British Rac-

ing Green with a Biscuit interior. We couldn’t bring ourselves 

to sell it. 

 

 

So, when both of us found ourselves Stateside the car had to com with us. In 1997 she arrived at British Rac-

ing Green in Newark, DE. I became the caretaker when Gary moved to AZ.  

By 2007 or so the car was beginning to show the age of its restoration so I had her painted in Emerald 

Green Metallic by Chris Haislett (remember him?) , a modern (2002) Jaguar colour. I’ll count that as an up-

grade but the real stuff began in 2018ish. 

A trip to Wings and Wheels had caused her to overheat. I discovered that the fan motor had conked out. 

Cue first upgrade - a radiator mounted fan. It hasn’t overheated since. 

I’m not sure how things snowballed from there but now she has: 1) vented discs all round with Wilwood 

calipers on the front - the brakes are more car-stopping than heart-stopping now, 2)  Pertronix electronic 

ignition, 4) a lightened flywheel, 5) an upgraded clutch, 6) a high torque starter and  7) a 5 speed gearbox - 

no more crunchy gearchanges . 

Lastly I completely redid the interior in red. She looks a treat 

now. 

After all that we decided to sell after all. Gary is 3000 miles away 

and I rarely drove her, mainly due to the difficulty of getting in 

and out.  

Anything would be an upgrade 



LBC (Little Blue Car) Drivability Upgrade 

Greg Bell 

 

When I received my 1967 Sunbeam Alpine 20+ years ago it had been “Redone” at some point and desperately needed 

help.  We cleaned out the mice carcasses and nests out and started repairs.  After rust repair, paint, interior replace-

ments and new seals it was time to replace the cracked block engine that barely ran.  When the promised rebuilt en-

gine didn’t show up on time I bought a used “ran when parked” engine to get by.  When the rebuilt engine finally arrived 

it ran but was not very exciting.   

 

I took the used engine and had it modified a bit.  I had lightweight forged Chevrolet rods installed.  The crank was 

turned to fit the new rods which added .10 inch stroke.  The engine was bored 35 over with custom pistons to match 

the rods and is running a 10:1 compression ratio.  The displacement went from 1725 to 1820.  The head has Vizard 

mods to unshroud the valves to make it flow better and has custom valves and springs and modern oil seals.  The 

higher lift cam was chosen to give good street performance.  The flywheel was lightened and everything was bal-

anced.  I had it dyno tested and the car showed 112 lbs of torque across a very wide band and 100HP to the wheels 

which is about 30 more than stock.  I have a series 4 Sunbeam intake with a Weber 32-36 downdraft carb.  The old 

Stromberg side draft carburetors were starting to fail and parts were not available and this is a little easier to adjust and 

get parts for.  The distributor was rebuilt by Advance Distributors with an advance to match the engine mods and has a 

Pertronix ignition along with a higher output coil and better spark plug wires.   

 

I also have a higher output GM alternator and a gear drive starter.  They don't make it run better but make it more relia-

ble and easier to start.  I also had the radiator re-cored and added an electric fan for better cooling.  I have added an 

electric fuel pump which makes starting easier.  An overflow tank for the radiator eliminates coolant loss.  I replaced the 

13 inch wheels with 15 inch Libre/Daisy style alloy wheels for better tire selection.  Brake and park lights have been 

upgraded with much brighter LED bulbs so the car is easier to see in the dark.  Dash and interior lights have also had 

LED upgrades. 

 

While it won't accelerate like a V8 Tiger it is very peppy and seems to have performance equivalent to a modern car.  It 

is not left in the dust at stoplights.  It has a standard 4 speed so at 70-80 MPH it is running at 4000 RPM (which is 

noisy) but still moves well when I need to pass someone.  While a 5 speed transmission upgrade is possible, it is not 

needed for local driving.  I get 18-22 MPG around town and 27-30 on the highway.  It all depends on how hard I drive 

it.   On a 2500 mile trip several years ago I got about 28 MPG.  

After Upgrades Before Upgrades 



Carplay for a Jaguar XK8 
Jack Long 

 

My 2004 Jaguar XK8 came with the factory navigation system, which still works but is very Stone Age for 2026, using a tiny joystick 

to enter addresses one character at a time. So I updated it by adding an Apple Car Play screen. It mounts via suction cup to the 

original nav screen, and plugs into the cigar lighter, so no modifications to the car were needed and it’s completely reversible. It 

connects wirelessly to my iPhone, has either voice or touch screen control, and gives me access to every iPhone app on a much 

larger screen. I can even play Sirius FM on it by using the Sirius app on my phone. 

 

It broadcasts on an FM transmitter so I can play phone calls, music, and map directions through the original car stereo. I routed the 

black power wire tucking it by under the console sides so it’s barely visible against the black interior. The suction cup mount allows 

me to angle it for best visibility although it does glare in bright light with the top down. 

 

Best part of all, it set me back a whole $45 as an Amazon Prime Day purchase. Here are some screen shots showing some of the 

various functions.  

 



MGC upgrades 
Margaret Bell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When we got the MGC 9 years ago it had already had the engine rebuilt and the Borg Warner 35 

automatic transmission had been replaced with a rebuilt GM 700R4 3 speed with overdrive automat-

ic transmission.  It had new larger Austin Healey 3000 HD8 SU carburetors that we added Jaguar 

float bowls to.  It had an aluminum Griffin radiator (lowered to increase external air flow) with Sciroco 

electrical cooling fans controlled by a thermostat.  It had Downton Works replica headers with dual 

exhausts.   

 

It has an uprated 55 amp Bosch alternator, a single 12 volt battery and a battery cut-off switch.  The 

canister oil filter has been replaced by a spin on type.  Hydraulic lifts have been added to the hood 

and trunk lid.  A GPS speedometer had been added to replace the original which did not match the 

GM transmission.  The car cruises at 2500 RPM at 70-80 MPH and gets excellent gas mileage.   

 

We rebuilt the inoperable seats and had them covered with cloth material so we didn’t have to sit on 

hot vinyl.  We took headrests from a junked Chevy Trailblazer and modified them to fit the MG seats.  

The car was received with a quick steering rack with smaller 14 inch steering wheel.  It was very 

hard to turn so we put a 15 inch steering wheel on but was still very hard to turn because of the 

changed steering rack and heavier engine.  We have now added an Electric Power steering unit 

from EZ Powersteering which makes turning much nicer.   

 

When we replaced the top we got one with a zip down rear window.  We were able to drive the car 

comfortably in sunny 100+ degree heat on a 2500 mile drive in the Southwest several years ago.  All 

of the changes make it a great car for long drives and easy to drive around town. 
 



Food and Drink 

1203 North Lincoln Street, Wilmington, DE 19806 

Goober's Diner - Trolley Square, Wilmington, DE (goobersdiner-

de.com)  

https://goobersdiner-de.com/
https://goobersdiner-de.com/


The Allard 

David Back 

ALLARD, began as a phenomenon of the Automotive Renaissance , the exciting years immediately following 
World War II. Sydney Allard’s approach was the antithesis. His cars were pure utilitarian machines, crude 
products of a single-minded effort to harness brute torque and horsepower and most effectively apply it to 
the road. They were race-bred lines fostered by charismatic genius, that earned immediate respect on the 
road as well as on the track.  The quality and finish on Allards was considered rough even in its heyday. Al-
lard’s engineering and workmanship were sometimes described as the fruits of an inspired blacksmith. The 
frame cross members were fabricated from used water pipe, and the bodies were finished with an almost 
begrudging use of paint. Paint, after all, was added weight that did nothing to further speed or performance. 
Sydney Allard was a racer, first and foremost. He got into commercial auto production mainly to provide a 
basis for his sports pursuits. The J2 was the most famous of all Allards, only 90 were built between 1950 and 
1951. Untangling the web of which cars had which engines is nearly impossible. The J2 was a platform to 
house several engines. Typically the U.S.-bound cars were shipped across the ocean with no engine, then one 
was fitted to customer specification. The standard J2 engine in Britain was a  85 hp,3.6 L flathead V8 engine 
from the Ford Pilot,  a 110 hp  4.4 L Mercury V8, while American enthusiasts fitted their cars with an Oldsmo-
bile, Chrysler, or the factory Cadillac, with a rated 160 bhp at 3800 rpm and 312 lb-ft of torque at 1800 rpm, 
and easily improved upon. This powerful engine made the J2's reputation. The J2 was the ultimate British hot 
rod, they seldom broke, and it was very difficult to beat. The quality and finish on Allards was considered 
rough, as Allard’s engineering and workmanship were described as the fruits of an inspired blacksmith. The 
frame cross members were fabricated from used water pipe, and the bodies were finished with an almost 
begrudging use of paint, which after all, was added weight that did nothing to further speed or performance. 

 J2 SPECIFICATIONS: Years Produced: 1949 to 1952, Quantity Produced: 94, Existing: 82 (87%), Length: 148", 
Wheelbase: 100", Track: 56" Front / 52" Rear, Steering: Marles, Front Suspension: Divided Front Axle, Rear 
Suspension: deDion, Weight: 1,700 pounds (dry), Wheels: 16", Tires: 16 x 5", Fuel Capacity: 20 imp gallons, 
Engine: Ford-Ardun / Cadillac / Lincoln 

 SUCCESSES: 1950 Le Mans, 3rd, 1950 Watkins Glen, 1st, SCCA, many. 



Frazer Nash 

David Back 

Frazer Nash was an innovative British sports car manufacturer founded by engineer Archibald 'Archie' Frazer-
Nash in 1922. Famous for its unique chain-drive transmission and handmade agility, the brand produced 
iconic models like the TT Replica before transitioning to successful post-war sports cars with Bristol engines. 
In 1927, the original company faced financial collapse and was reorganized into AFN Limited. In 1929, Harold 
John (H.J.) Aldington took control of the company. Under his leadership, Frazer Nash became the official 
British importer for BMW cars in 1934. The company manufactured about 85 cars after the war before offi-
cially ending sports car production in 1957. During World War II, Archie Frazer-Nash successfully pivoted the 
company to manufacture hydraulic gun turrets for bombers like the Avro Lancaster. Over the decades, the 
business evolved into an aerospace, defense, and civilian engineering company.  

The Frazer Nash Le Mans Replica is a legendary British sports car. It was born after a brilliant third-place fin-
ish at the 1949 24 Hours of Le Mans. Renowned for its lightweight design and agile handling, this nimble rac-
er was built to conquer both road and track.  

The Origin Story. 

 Originally introduced at the 1948 London Motor Show as the "High Speed" or "Competition Model," the car 
was designed with close ties to the pre-war BMW 328. It utilized a tubular chassis and an advanced six-
cylinder engine built by Bristol. The Le Mans Breakthrough In 1949, the factory entered a mostly stock Com-
petition Model into the grueling 24 Hours of Le Mans. Against larger, more powerful factory cars, drivers H.J. 
Aldington and Norman Culpan drove the nimble Frazer Nash to a shocking third-place finish overall. Because 
of this massive success, the factory rechristened the model as the "Le Mans Replica". 

Mechanical Ingenuity.  

The Le Mans Replica was a masterclass in power-to-weight. The engine, a 2.0-liter Bristol six-cylinder engine 
that produced roughly 120 brake horsepower (bhp) with a dry weight of an incredibly light, near 1,500 
pounds (680 kg). The suspension used transverse leaf springs in the front and longitudinal torsion bars in the 
back. Racing Dominance was assured thanks to its light weight and perfect balance, the Le Mans Replica easi-
ly out-cornered and out-braked much larger competitors. Its motorsport resume includes the Targa Florio in 
1951, when Italian driver Franco Cortese drove a Le Mans Replica to an outright victory. Another Le Mans 
Replica was shipped to New York in 1952 where American racers Larry Kulok and Harry Grey picked it up at 
the port and drove it to Sebring to break it in. They won the inaugural Sebring 12-hour race this factory-
diverted Le Mans Replica. (It was supposed to go to Australia). Between 1949 and 1953, Frazer Nash built 
approximately 34 to 60 copies of the car.  
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Mystery Car 

1946 Morris 10 - 1938-1948 

The Morris 10 was first introduced in 1932. The 10 stood for 

the 10 horsepower tax bracket and the car’s 1292cc 4 cylinder 

side valve engine made 24hp at 3,200 rpm. Confusing isn’t it? 

This won’t help - a 1378cc 6 cylinder version was introduced 

in 1933 with a blistering 27hp. 

Initially there was a saloon and a 2 door coupé but soon a 4 

door tourer and two seater with a dickey seat were added.   

For sportsmen a Ten Six Special was offered with twin SU 

carbs and cutaway doors. 

In 1938 an 1140cc OHV engine was introduced and the body shape changed to what you see here and perse-

vered until 1948. (the grille was refined after the war). Only the saloon body was offered to the public but dur-

ing the war the military got pick up truck bodies as well.   
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How about this one? 

  

Email trevormees@outlook.com  
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Advertising in The British Diamond and  

Sponsoring The British Car Club of Delaware  

"We would like to have local businesses advertise in the “British Diamond” newsletter. Please contact Don McDonald 

(mcd62218d@aol.com) for details on pricing.  

 

Current Sponsors: 

 

  

 

Brandywine Motor Sport Club 

Chesapeake Bay Motoring Festival 

Kent Island Yacht Club 

St. Michaels Concours d’Elegance 

Paul & George Alderman 

Charles A. Allen, Jr. 

Russell Applegate 

Charles Burton 

Anthony & Paul Campanella 

Robert Childs 

Paul Cullen 

Chris Cuthbert 

Vince DiFonzo 

Zach Dillard 

Coley DuPont 

Alison Griffiths 

Josh & Jim Grundy 

Thomas (Thom) E. Harvey III 

Allen Hendrix 

Dr. & Mrs. Stephen L. Hershey 

George Hobbs  

Charlie Kerbeck 

Frank Kerbeck 

Vance Kershner 

Harry Marcus 

Frank McMahon 

Jason Olmsted 

Luke Phipps 

David Prueitt  

Christopher Riofski 

The Scala Family 

Tim Southerst 

Ralph Steinberg 

Andrea Stock 

Gary Sutch III 

Jon Talkington 

Les & Virginia Truonzo 

Jim Ursomarso 

JR Walker  

Ludie & Eben Warner 

Peter Wolff 

Jennifer Zerby 
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